IPEN EDCs Intervention
Thank you Madam President,

IPEN, a global network of over 700 publicinterest non-governmental organizations committed to
achievingatoxic-freefuture, fully supports the inclusion of endocrine disrupting chemicals as an
emerging policy issueunder SAICM. | will do my bestto be brief.

Earlieritwas stated that we are currently at the “early phases of determining scientificinformation on
EDCs.” This ismisleading. Scientificevidence has existed for decades on the potentialadverse effects of
endocrine disrupting chemicals. In 2002, ten years ago, sufficientevidence existed for WHO to produce
its report outliningwhy endocrine disrupting chemicals are of serious concern. The international
community recognized the need for global action on endocrine disrupting chemicalsin 2006 when
SAICM participants repeatedly included the issue within the SAICM Global Plan of Action and
OverarchingPolicy Strategy. Althoughwe continue to shroud ourselvesinaveil of sophisticated
ignorance, there isample evidence thaturgentactionisrequired.

The fact that EDCs presentan unreasonablerisk to human health and the environmentisundeniable. In
the United Statesalone, the cost of treating health conditions for which endocrine disrupting chemical
exposuresare implicated stands at over $1 trillion peryear.

According to the Global Environment Facility (GEF), 25%, or 1in 4, of 22 identified emergingissues for
developing countries and countries with economiesin transition are related to endocrine disrupting
chemicals. Both the recent UNEP Global Chemicals Outlook and OECD’s Environmental Outlook to 2050
emphasize that people and wildlife in the developing world willincreasingly be threatened by the
adverse effects of EDCs, due to projected increasesin the use of chemicals such as hazardous pesticides
and the use and disposal of products containing endocrine disrupting chemicals, such as building
materials, textiles, children’s products and electronics.

Comprehensiveinformation onissues related to endocrine disrupting chemicals in developing countries
isvirtually non-existent. Inaddition, neither capacity nor financial resources to generateinformation
necessary forassessingissuesrelated to EDCs is available in developing countries. But, the lack of
informationonEDCsinis an urgentproblem forall countries. Yet, thereisno global forum for
addressing EDCs, despite some ongoing work.

Like the otherdelegations, IPEN encourages the WHO to publishitsupdated reportonendocrine
disrupting chemicals as a matter of priority. Regardingthe UNEP-WHO proposal, we welcome the
suggested cooperative actions to provide greater clarity to SAICM participants and look forward to
discussing the issue furtherinacontact group, if established.

We hope that these commentsare received in the spirit of cooperation. Thank you, Madam President.



