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What happened at the Fifth United Nations Environmental
Assembly (UNEAS) and Open-Ended Committee of Permanent
Representatives?

Meeting date: 20th February - 2nd of March 2022

ABOUT UNEA

The United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) brings together representatives of the 193 Member States
of the UN, businesses, civil society representatives, and other stakeholders to meet to set priorities for global
environmental policies and develop international environmental law. It is hosted by the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) and decisions and resolutions taken by Member States at the Assembly also define the work
of UNEP. IPEN participates in the UNEA as an Observer together with other stakeholders.

IPEN PRIORITY ITEMS ON THE AGENDA OF UNEAS.2
e Plastics Resolution

» Proposal on establishing a new Science-Policy panel

o Resolution on chemicals and waste

Links to more information

e |PEN Quick Views, containing more information
on the resolutions under discussion

e |IPEN Press Release

e ISD/ENB Meeting Coverage and Summary Report
e Website for the meeting

e |IPEN views on a Plastics Treaty

e |PEN views on Science-Policy efforts
on Chemicals and Waste

e Proceedings, Report, Ministerial Declaration,
Resolutions and Decisions at UNEA 5.2

e Committee of permanent representatives meetings



https://ipen.org/documents/ipen-quick-views-unea-52
https://ipen.org/documents/united-nations-environment-assembly-enters-new-era-end-plastic-pollution-and-approves-new
https://enb.iisd.org/unea5-oecpr5-unep50
https://enb.iisd.org/unea5-oecpr5-unep50-summary
http://www.pops.int/TheConvention/POPsReviewCommittee/Meetings/POPRC17/Overview/tabid/8900/Default.aspx
https://ipen.org/documents/global-controls-plastic
https://ipen.org/documents/global-science-policy-efforts-relation-chemicals-and-waste
https://ipen.org/documents/global-science-policy-efforts-relation-chemicals-and-waste
https://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/unea-5.2/proceedings-report-ministerial-declaration-resolutions-and-decisions-unea-5.2?%2Fproceedings-report-ministerial-declaration-resolutions-and-decisions-unea-5_2=
https://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/unea-5.2/proceedings-report-ministerial-declaration-resolutions-and-decisions-unea-5.2?%2Fproceedings-report-ministerial-declaration-resolutions-and-decisions-unea-5_2=
https://www.unep.org/cpr
https://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/about-united-nations-environment-assembly

OUTCOMES

Plastics Resolution

UNEA adopted a resolution titled: “End plastic
pollution: Towards an international legally bind-
ing instrument” that commits to start an Inter-
governmental Negotiating Committee in 2022 to
agree on a legally binding instrument to address
plastic pollution in all environments and including
microplastics.

The resolution calls for addressing plastics
throughout their lifecycle by addressing sustain-
able production and consumption. The resolution
calls for addressing plastics design and applying a
circular economy approach.

The resolution underlines the importance of
cooperation, coordination, and complementar-
ity among relevant conventions to prevent plastic
pollution and its related risks to human health
and adverse effects on human well-being and the
environment.

Negotiations are set to start before the end of
2022 and a preparatory meeting should take place
already in the first half of 2022.

Proposal on a Science-Policy panel

UNEA agreed to start negotiation to establish a
science-policy panel to contribute further to the
sound management of chemicals and waste and
to prevent pollution. The exact scope of the panel
will be further specified during the negotiations.

The panel should be an independent intergovern-
mental body with a program of work approved by
its member governments to deliver policy-relevant
scientific evidence without being policy prescrip-
tive.

The ad hoc open-ended working group will com-
mence its work in 2022 with the ambition of
completing its work by the end of 2024.

The Resolution on chemicals and waste:

Invites the conference of the parties of the Ba-
sel Convention to consider further the issue of
increasing levels of illegal transboundary move-
ments of hazardous wastes and other waste, as
reported by developing countries.

Invites governments and all relevant stakehold-
ers involved in the SAICM beyond 2020 process
to put in place an ambitious improved enabling
framework to address the sound management of
chemicals and waste reflecting a lifecycle ap-
proach and the need to achieve sustainable con-
sumption and production, and also addressing
means of implementation at the fifth meeting of
the International Conference on Chemical Man-
agement (ICCM 5).

Extends the duration of the Special Programme
for a period of five years, and includes the Stra-
tegic Approach and the sound management of
chemicals and waste beyond 2020 in the Pro-
gramme.

Calls Member States and other stakeholders to
take further action to reduce or eliminate the risks
associated with the issues discussed in the Assess-
ment Report on Issues of Concern.

Invites international organizations, member
states, and other stakeholders to address adverse
impacts of pesticides and fertilizers and notes the
joint FAO/WHO/UNEP initiative to eliminate the
harm posed by highly hazardous pesticides.

Requests the Executive Director, subject to the
availability of resources in cooperation with WHO,
to update the report on the state of the science of
endocrine-disrupting chemicals published in 2012
by the sixth session of the UNEA.

Requests the Executive Director, subject to the
availability of resources and in cooperation with
WHO, to present a full range of options to address
asbestos contaminants in products and the envi-
ronment for consideration by UNEA 6.

UNEA 6 is scheduled for 26 February to 01 March
2024, while the Open-ended Committee of Permanent
Representatives will take place from 19 to 23 February
2024 to prepare the text of the resolutions that will be
presented for approval at UNEA 6.



http://www.saicm.org/Beyond2020/IntersessionalProcess/tabid/5500/Default.aspx
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/33807
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/33807

