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IPEN is a leading global network of hundreds of non-governmental organizations 
working in more than 100 developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition. IPEN works to establish and implement safe chemicals policies and 
practices to protect human health and the environment. It does this by building the 
capacity of its member organizations to implement on-the-ground activities, learn 
from each other’s work, and work at the international level to set priorities and 
achieve new policies. Its mission is a toxics-free future for all.

http://ipen.org
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A L B A N I A

Jonida MAMAJ-HAFIZI

EDEN Centre, Program Coordinator/
Environmental Management Practices
jonida.mamaj@eden-al.org

The EDEN (Environmental center for Development Education and Network-
ing) center is one of the most active organizations in Albania. EDEN center is 
a nongovernmental, not politically oriented, not for profit organization aiming 
to contribute in a sustainable development and healthy environment through 
informing, educating and offering services in partnership with the interested ac-
tors. EDEN believes that a sustainable development and a healthy environment 
is possible. The organization is established in March 2004 drawing on the expert 
assistance received from Milieukontakt Oost Europa and has within its structure: 
A well-established group of trainers who commit themselves in offering assistance 
and capacity building to its target groups; A group of Nature Guides which consist 
of young people prepared to offer guides and environmental education in nature; 
A youth group which consist of volunteers motivated and engaged for differ-
ent project awareness with community; A resource center with a diverse library 
with editorials and environmental information, which is created by center’s staff, 
individual donation and partner’s contribution; and an Environmental Education 
center- an information center within the Tirana Zoo where nature guides provides 
EE activities like open classes, experiments in nature, laboratory classes , nature 
guides etc.

A R G E N T I N A

Cecilia Sandra BIANCO

Taller Ecologista
ceciiasandrabianco@gmail.com
toxicos@taller.org.ar
Whatsapp: 54 9 341 6626962

The mission of Taller Ecologista is to call people of any sex, regardless of race, 
nationality, creed or social condition, who set themselves the goal of stopping the 
tendencies of environment worsening, and of trying to build sustainable societies, 
combining this way the social problematic, the demand of respect of human rights 
and all the environmental aspects, and not from a reduced conservationist point of 
view.We are currently carrying out the IPEN project Lead in Paint.

A R G E N T I N A

Elda Sofia GATICA

Goldman Environmental Prize Recipient
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A R G E N T I N A

Javier SOUZA CASADINHO

Red de Acción en Plaguicidas y sus 
Alternativas de América Latina (RAP-AL) 
Argentina

Regional coordinator of Pesticide Action Network Latin America. Conducts re-
search, training, communication and advocacy on effect of pesticides on environ-
mental health, and agroecological strategies in various territories of Argentina and 
Latin America. In addition, he conducts research in communities on perception 
of climate change mitigation and adaptation searches based on agroecology. He 
works politically in defense of native seeds and defending the rights of indigenous 
farmers. He teaches at the University of the Faculty of Agronomy (Universidad de 
Buenos Aires) where he performs tasks of teaching, research and extension. He is 
a member of IPEN, the agro-ecological movement in Latin America, and the anti-
incineración citizen coalition of Argentina that is attached to GAIA. He lives in a 
peri-urban area where he can grow his own garden.

A R M E N I A

Gohar KHOJAYAN

Armenian Women for Health and Healthy 
Environment (AWHHE), Communications 
Specialist
gohar.khojayan@gmail.com

AWHHE was established in 1999 with a mission to explore the issue of environ-
mental pollution in Armenia; advocate for the right of people to live in a healthy 
environment; work on the decrease of environmental health risks; and promote 
healthy lifestyle focusing on women and children. As a women’s organization, 
AWHHE is promoting gender aspects in Armenia’s sustainable development 
agenda. AWHHE is member of IPEN and the EECCA NGO network on chemi-
cal safety coordinated by IPEN Hub Eco-Accord, as well as other international 
environmental and health NGO networks. AWHHE is active in the following 
work areas: (a) chemicals and SAICM (including the Stockholm, Rotterdam and 
Minamata Conventions as well as chemicals in products, EDCs, lead in paint, etc.); 
and (b) sustainable community development (agriculture, water and sanitation, 
biodiversity, waste management, energy, etc.) AWHHE is member of the National 
Steering Committees on the Stockholm Convention and the Minamata Conven-
tion and the national NGO SAICM focal point. At the community level, AWHHE 
promotes safe pesticide management, IPM and alternatives to pesticides helping 
the women farmers improve their income generating capacities.

A U S T R A L I A

Jane BREMMER

National Toxics Network (NTN)
skype: westtox
acejane@no-burn.org

The National Toxics Network (NTN) is a community based network working to 
ensure a toxic-free future for all. NTN supports communities involved in hazard-
ous waste management, pesticides and environmental health issues. NTN was 
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formed in 1993 and has grown as a national network giving a voice to community 
and environmental organisations across Australia, New Zealand and the South 
Pacific. NTN is the Australian focal point for the International POPs Elimination 
Network (IPEN) and works towards the full implementation of the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)2001 and other global chemi-
cal conventions. NTN is a member of the NGO delegation to the POPs Review 
Committee which is the UN scientific committee assessing new POPs’ nomina-
tions.

A U S T R A L I A

Mariann LLOYD-SMITH

National Toxics Network (NTN)
biomap@ozotoxics.org

National Toxics Network (NTN) works for pollution reduction, protection of 
environmental health and environmental justice for all. NTN is committed to a 
toxics free future and strives to achieve the full implementation of the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 2001 and other relevant 
international and regional chemical agreements. A major NTN focus is the as-
sessment and management of new POPs (eg PFOS PFOA), the management 
and destruction of hazardous waste (eg HCB), the phase out of highly hazardous 
pesticides, the protection of children’s environmental health and addressing the 
combined impact of chemicals and climate, particularly in regards to fracking and 
unconventional gas.

A U S T R A L I A

John WICKENS

National Toxics Network (NTN)
biomap@ozotoxics.org

National Toxics Network (NTN) works for pollution reduction, protection of 
environmental health and environmental justice for all. NTN is committed to a 
toxics free future and strives to achieve the full implementation of the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 2001 and other relevant 
international and regional chemical agreements. A major NTN focus is the as-
sessment and management of new POPs (eg PFOS PFOA), the management 
and destruction of hazardous waste (eg HCB), the phase out of highly hazardous 
pesticides, the protection of children’s environmental health and addressing the 
combined impact of chemicals and climate, particularly in regards to fracking and 
unconventional gas.

B A N G L A D E S H

Siddika SULTANA

Asian Center for Environmental Health, 
Director
siddika@esdo.org, asiancenter14@yahoo.com

The Asian Center for Environmental Health was founded jointly with the World 
Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry and Environment and Social Development 
Organization-ESDO on 28th December, 2013 at the headquarter in Dhaka, 
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Bangladesh. It aimed to meet the emerging need of an institution to work on 
Environmental Health in Asia and facilitate the expertise to, and cooperation with 
government in Asia.

Recalling that throughout the Minamata Convention negotiations, the Asia Re-
gion worked very hard to make sure that reduction in dental amalgam use specifi-
cally is included in the treaty, convincingly arguing for the phase out of amalgam 
generally and for an end to amalgam specially in children with milk teeth and the 
teeth of pregnant women.  Asian partner countries are working together to make 
Asian nations adoptable to  effective amalgam phase out strategies that have been 
proven in nations that have already phased out or significantly reduced dental 
mercury use. The Asian Center works to build networks, awareness and gover-
nance on environmental health issues across Asia.

The mission of the Asian Center is to play a role of a

•	 “Think tank” – developing ideas, policies, and strategies to reduce and elimi-
nate environmental toxins in Asia.

•	 Watchdog against industrial abuses – stopping the toxic trade to developing 
nations and ending the shipping of products no longer wanted in developed 
societies but which are dumped into developing nations.

•	 Fundamental research and academic attribute for sustainable and alterna-
tive curriculum development. 

B A N G L A D E S H

Shahriar HOSSAIN

Environment and Social Development 
Organization (ESDO)
info@esdo.org

Environment and Social Development Organization-ESDO is an action research 
organization focused on creating a pollution and toxic free earth inhabitable by all 
living creatures. It is the first and one of the leading environmental organization of 
Bangladesh. The mission of ESDO is to promote and encourage an environmental 
movement through a participatory democratic framework involving diverse social 
groups and to assist them with ideas, information and leadership in promoting a 
safe and sustainable environment. Since 1990, ESDO has been raising awareness 
of the toxic free world. The most significant achievement of the organization was 
the banning of plastic bags throughout the country in 2002 and lead the global 
anti polythene shopping bag and plastic. ESDO is working for the conservation 
of bio-diversity, through the establishment of environmental and social justice. 
ESDO team believes that the combined effort of all can ensure a toxic free environ-
ment for all.

B E L A R U S

Eugeniy LOBANOV

Center for Environmental Solutions 
(CES)
lobanow@gmail.com

The Center for Environmental Solutions (CES) is a non-profit non-governmen-
tal institution established in 2009 in Belarus to promote an environmentally 
friendly lifestyle, principles of sustainable development and the development of 
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international cooperation for environmental protection.CES is working on both 
policy and practical levels in Belarus and regionally, bringing and demonstrating 
practical environmental solutions, and also advocating for the better framework 
conditions in policy and management of the environment in Belarus. CES is work-
ing with different local, national, and international stakeholders, including local 
communities, other environmental NGOs, ministries and governmental agencies, 
mass media, business, and international organizations.

B E L G I U M

Genon JENSON

Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL), 
Executive Director
Genon@env-health.org

HEAL, founded in 2003, is a leading European nongovernmental, public interest 
non profit organization addressing how the environment affects public health in 
the European Union and in the European region of the World Health Organisa-
tion. We demonstrate how policy changes based on scientific evidence can help 
protect health and enhance people’s quality of life. Starting as the environmental 
‘wing’ of the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA Environmental Network or 
EEN), HEAL was created to bring the health voice to the centre of a wide spec-
trum of EU environmental policies, and to integrate environmental concerns in 
public health decisions. Our 70 plus member organizations, composed of re-
searchers, health professionals, patients, youth, environmental experts and other 
concerned citizens, help to bring independent expertise and evidence from the en-
vironmental health community to different decision-making processes. Members 
include international and Europe-wide organisations, as well as national and local 
groups. HEAL as a strong track record in increasing public and expert engage-
ment in EU and World Health Organization (WHO) debates and decision-making 
processes on environment and health.

B E L G I U M

Lisette VAN VLIET

Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL), 
Senior Policy Officer, Chemicals & Health
Lisette@env-health.org

HEAL, founded in 2003, is a leading European nongovernmental, public interest 
non profit organization addressing how the environment affects public health in 
the European Union and in the European region of the World Health Organisa-
tion. We demonstrate how policy changes based on scientific evidence can help 
protect health and enhance people’s quality of life. Starting as the environmental 
‘wing’ of the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA Environmental Network or 
EEN), HEAL was created to bring the health voice to the centre of a wide spec-
trum of EU environmental policies, and to integrate environmental concerns in 
public health decisions. Our 70 plus member organizations, composed of re-
searchers, health professionals, patients, youth, environmental experts and other 
concerned citizens, help to bring independent expertise and evidence from the en-
vironmental health community to different decision-making processes. Members 
include international and Europe-wide organisations, as well as national and local 
groups. HEAL as a strong track record in increasing public and expert engage-
ment in EU and World Health Organization (WHO) debates and decision-making 
processes on environment and health.
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B E N I N

Sounkoura ADETONAH

Groupe d’Action pour la Promotion et 
la Protection de la Flore et la Faune 
(GAPROFFA), Executive Director
s.adetonah@yahoo.fr

Action Group for the Promotion and Protection of Flora and Fauna (GAPROFFA) 
was created in 1997 and contributes to improving the livelihood of rural and urban 
population through good economic practices, social, governance and protection 
of the environment. GAPROFFA gathers volunteers working in multidisciplinary 
teams. It offers a framework for exchange of knowledge and information in Re-
search & Development (R4D). GAPROFFA is involved in the international man-
agement of hazardous chemicals in a context of climate change adaptation (CCA) 
and the development of sound alternative, GAPROFFA is a member of IPEN for 
the benefit of local communities in Benin. Executive management Directorate of 
GAPROFFA assists communities in building capacity on raising awareness, train-
ing and advocacy on environmental issues and environmentally sound manage-
ment on all domains.

GAPROFFA is accredited at Stockholm, Rotterdam, Basel and Minamata Conven-
tion on Mercury. GAPROFFA is currently carrying out a study on the identifica-
tion of oil paint brands sold for use in homes, schools and playgrounds equipment. 

C A M E R O O N

Marie Gisele Fatima  
DJIBRILLA SIDIKI NGUELE 
WANSI

Centre Optionnel pour la Promotion et 
la Régénération Economique et Sociale 
Secteur Afrique (COPRESSA)
fatysidiki@yahoo.fr

COPRESSA envisions recognition by 2030 as a dimension of African NGOs 
working for rural entrepreneurship, protection of the environment, nutritional 
health, minority education and vocational training for young people and women. 
COPRESSA has a mission to promote poor communities development by the 
valorization of local resources.
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C A M E R O O N

Gilbert KUEPOUO

Centre de Recherche et d’Education pur 
le Developpement (CREPD), Coordinator/ 
Executive Director
kuepouo@yahoo.com
gkuepouo@gmail.com

CREPD is a Cameroon based NGO created since 2004 dedicated to bridge the gap 
between science and action in Cameroon and sub-Sahara Africa and to promote 
sustainable development. The organization obtained its legal status in 2005. The 
organization instrumental in advising science-based informed decision and policy 
making processes, as well as the national development planning on “what is need-
ed at grassroots levels” to enable sustainable development through daily sound 
management of chemicals and wastes, sustainable agriculture, and responsible 
mining. Many efforts are made to entail continuous capacity building through 
North-South collaborative research/activities (OK International, USA; BRI, USA; 
and Ashland University in Ohio, USA); and collaboration with national University 
through student internships and volunteering programs (ENSAI, University of 
Ngaoundere, Adamawa Region, Cameroon). CREPD has a consultative status with 
UNEP and is active participating organization to the International POPs Elimina-
tion Network and currently acts as IPEN’s Regional Hub Host for Francophone 
Africa. CREPD received the first prize of SAICM Award in 2013 for outstanding 
QSP project implementation in Africa.

C A N A D A

Bruce LANPHEAR

Faculty of Health, Simon Fraser 
University
blanphear@sfu.ca

Bruce Lanphear, MD, MPH, is a Clinician Scientist at the Child & Family Re-
search Institute, BC Children’s Hospital and Professor in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, British Columbia. His primary 
goal is to help quantify and ultimately prevent disease and disability - like asthma, 
learning problems and ADHD - due to exposures to toxic chemicals and pollut-
ants. Over the past decade, Dr. Lanphear has become increasingly vexed by our 
inability to control the “pandemic of consumption” – the largely preventable, 
worldwide epidemic of chronic disease and disability due to industrial pollutants, 
toxic chemicals and excess consumption. He is leading an effort to produce videos 
to enhance public understanding of how environmental influences impact human 
health.

C H I L E

María Elena ROZAS

RAP-Chile, Coordinadora Nacional
malena.rozas@gmail.com

RAP-Chile is member of Latin American Pesticide Action and Alternatives Net-
work (in Spanish, Red de Acción en Plaguicidas y sus Alternativas en América 
Latina, RAP-AL), is a network of nonprofit, nongovernmental organizations 
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opposing massive use of chemical pesticides. RAP-AL Chile was created in June 
1993, and carries out activities to reduce and phase out agrotoxics. Our network 
encourages sustainable alternatives in order to develop the agriculture we need to 
reach food sovereignty. We are also against GMOs and Trans-Pacific Partnership 
because they threaten people’s health and biodiversity.

C H I N A

MAO Da

Nature University
maoda@reei.org.cn

Mao Da, PhD., is the co-founder of Nature University in China. Over the past 10 
years, he has been actively working with different environmental NGOs for their 
efforts to reduce pollutions of wastes and toxic chemicals, and promote environ-
mental health. In the academic area, he has published a book on the history of 
waste disposal in the ocean in the United States and finished a post-doctorate re-
port on the history of social debate on dioxin. Currently his work focuses more on 
the pollution and climate impacts of waste incineration, and the social assistance 
to pollution victims in China.

C H I N A

YUE (Candy) Caixuan

Wuhu Ecology Center
candyxuan2010@163.com

Yue Caixuan (Candy) works for China Zero Waste Alliance and Wuhu Ecology 
Center. Candy works for Wuhu Ecology Center in Anhui, China, and is responsible 
for waste incineration issues, monitoring and applying for information disclosure 
from the government. Since 2016, she has been working for China Zero Waste 
Alliance as well. Her main workin in China Zero Waste Alliance is supporting 
members and leading joint actions like plastic, education, and hotel one-item 
investigation.

C H I N A

TIAN Zuning

Nature University
980928733@qq.com

Tian Zuning, researcher of Nature University, focuses on waste incineration and 
hazardous waste. Nature University is a virtual community dedicated to environ-
mental protection. The aim is to make the community public participate in the 
investigation through self - help talents training by providing the public with the 
opportunity to explore the natural environment, to face environmental problems, 
to help people understand and observe nature, to care about the surrounding envi-
ronment changes, and to cherish, appreciate and love the natural life, by partici-
pating in environmental pollution control activities.
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C O L O M B I A

Julián CASASBUENAS G.

Colnodo/ Red de Desarrollo Soatenible, 
Director
julian@colnodo.apc.org

Founded in 1993, Colnodo (www.colnodo.apc.org) is a Colombian Information 
Service Provider and a non for profit organization whose mission is to facilitate 
the communication, exchange of information and know-how between Colombian 
organizations at a local, national and international level through low cost commu-
nications. Colnodo is very committed to projects that contribute to the reduction 
of the digital divide, the democratization of information, sustainable development 
and poverty reduction through the usage of Information and Communication 
Technologies - ICTs. Colnodo has prioritized, through its strategic programs issues 
like human rights, the improvement of women conditions, governance, democ-
racy and citizen participation, sustainable development, the democratization of 
knowledge, digital inclusion and strategic uses of information and communication 
technologies for the development of the country.

C O L O M B I A

Helena DURÁN CRANE

Center for Law, Justice and Society 
(DEJUSTICIA)
hduran@dejusticia.org

The Center for Law, Justice and Society (Dejusticia) is a Colombia-based NGO 
working on strengthening the rule of law and promoting human rights in Colom-
bia and across the Global South. We are a think/do tank that produces rigorous 
research that can contribute to action for social change. We carry out direct advo-
cacy through campaigns, litigation, education and capacity-building. Dejusticia 
works on issues that include social an economic rights, the rule of law, transitional 
justice and environmental justice, among others. In our environmental justice line, 
we focus on the analysis and defense of human rights violated by activities related 
to extractive industries and changes in the environment. Topics like access to 
water, health, a clean environment cut across our work. Our national and interna-
tional work are highly connected, thus we are able to contribute to and participate 
in national and international forums, networks and events.

C O L O M B I A  /  U S A

Claret VARGAS

Center for Law, Justice and Society 
(DEJUSTICIA)
cvargas@dejusticia.org

The Center for Law, Justice and Society (Dejusticia) is a Colombia-based NGO 
working on strengthening the rule of law and promoting human rights in Colom-
bia and across the Global South. We are a think/do tank that produces rigorous 
research that can contribute to action for social change. We carry out direct advo-
cacy through campaigns, litigation, education and capacity-building. Dejusticia 
works on issues that include social an economic rights, the rule of law, transitional 
justice and environmental justice, among others. In our environmental justice line, 
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we focus on the analysis and defense of human rights violated by activities related 
to extractive industries and changes in the environment. Topics like access to 
water, health, a clean environment cut across our work. Our national and interna-
tional work are highly connected, thus we are able to contribute to and participate 
in national and international forums, networks and events.

C O O K  I S L A N D S

Imogen PUA INGRAM

Island Sustainability Alliance CIS Inc. 
(ISACI)
imogenpuaingram@gmail.com

Imogen Ingram is of Polynesian and English descent, and grew up bilingual,. She 
has been invested with the traditional leader’s title Te Pa Mataiapo in Rarotonga, 
Cook Islands. After university education and work experience as an accountant 
in New Zealand, she returned permanently to Rarotonga and then became an en-
vironmental advocate. Her focus is on sustainable development issues, including 
the harmful impacts of climate change and pollution on ecosystems, particularly 
the ocean. Since the formation in 2005 of Island Sustainability Alliance CIS Inc. 
(“ISACI”) she has worked to raise awareness in Pacific SIDS about how poorly-
managed chemicals and wastes harms human health and the environment. She 
has also implemented citizen-science projects aided by capacity building from 
IPEN (International POPs Elimination Network) and National Toxics Network, 
Australia (“NTN”). Both networks have supported her advocacy work at both 
national and international levels on policy issues related to chemicals and wastes. 
ISACI’s mission is to work with government, private and community sector organ-
isations in developing initiatives that strengthen the community, protect natural 
resources and human health, drawing on traditional knowledge where appropri-
ate.

C O S T A  R I C A

Fernando RAMÍREZ MUÑOZ

Central American Institute for Research 
on Toxic Substances (IRET). RAP-AL 
Costa Rica
fernando.ramirez.munoz@una.cr

The Central American Institute for Research on Toxic Substances (IRET) was 
created in 1982 under the National University programmes. IRET contributes to 
interdisciplinary and intersectoral way to sustainable development and improv-
ing the quality of life in Central America, through the evaluation and reduction 
of environmental and occupational hazards, with particular attention to toxic 
substances. IRET seeks maximum academic excellence in the themes of environ-
ment areas, toxicology, health and labor in the Central American regional where is 
a leadership, which allows it to influence the processes of change towards sustain-
able development and quality of life, with emphasis on the protection of ecosys-
tems and the health of populations, especially those in vulnerable situations. The 
knowledge and data generated by IRET are used by governmental and nongovern-
mental entities as a primary source of information on topics of exposure to toxic 
substances and their effects on the environment and human health IRET coordi-
nates the work of RAP-AL Costa Rica which has very similar goals for reducing 
the use of pesticides, the search for sustainable forms of agricultural production 
and the ban on GM crops.
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C Ô T E  D ’ I V O I R E

Richard KOUASSI M’BRA

Jeunes Volontaires pour l’Environnement 
(JVE)

JVE Côte d’Ivoire (JVE CdI) was established in February 2008 and has its head-
quarters in Abidjan Riviera-Faya, in front of 1st Infantry Battalion of Akouedo, 
François Mitterrand Bd. Under the Chemical Safety JVE - Côte d’Ivoire has a 
particular interest in heavy metals including mercury and pesticides. JVE-CI 
is member of the Scientific Committee of the National Chemicals Management 
Programme.

C U B A

Nilda PÉREZ CONSUEGRA

Red de Acción en Plaguicidas y sus 
Alternativas de América Latina (RAP-AL) 
Cuba
nilda.pc@nauta.cu

El objetivo de la organización es contribuir a la disminución de la relevancia de los 
plaguicidas, en especial los HHP mediante actividades de investigación, capacit-
ación y divulgación. La línea de investigación principal es la aplicación de indica-
dores para la determinación de la sostenibilidad, el impacto y la tendencia en el 
uso de plaguicidas; la cual se realiza mediante estudios de caso en tres escalas: ter-
ritorio, cultivo y plaguicida. Las tareas de investigación se ejecutan con estudiantes 
de los programas de postgrado de las maestrías en Agroecología y Sanidad Vegetal. 
Se concluyeron nueve estudios de caso y cinco están en proceso. Los resultados ob-
tenidos han permitido disponer de una línea base para la toma de decisiones en los 
análisis previos a la retirada del Registro de Plaguicidas de los HHP y en la iden-
tificación de ecosistemas estratégicos en relación con el uso de plaguicidas, hasta 
hoy se han identificado las provincias Artemisa y Mayabeque. La segunda línea de 
investigación está relacionada con la implementación de alternativas agroecológi-
cas que no sean aplicadas como política de sustitución de insumos.

C Z E C H  R E P U B L I C

Jindřich PETRLIK, RNDr.

Arnika, Toxic and Waste Programme 
Director
jindrich.petrlik@arnika.org

We try to protect people and the environment from toxic chemicals and promote 
the use of safer alternatives. We propose economical use of resources and reduc-
tion of the amount of waste. We do not want that waste end up at landfills or in 
incinerators. We promote civil right to information on dangerous substances in 
the environment. Our campaigns do not concern only the Czech Republic, but 
European and international projects as well. We serve as CEE regional hub for 
IPEN and host secretariats for Dioxin and Waste WG as well as Toxic Metals WG 
for IPEN.
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C Z E C H  R E P U B L I C

Jan ŠAMÁNEK

Arnika- Toxics and Waste Programme
jan.samanek@arnika.org

We try to protect people and the environment from toxic chemicals and promote 
the use of safer alternatives. We propose economical use of resources and reduc-
tion of the amount of waste. We do not want that waste end up at landfills or in 
incinerators. We promote civil right to information on dangerous substances in 
the environment. Our campaigns do not concern only the Czech Republic, but 
European and international projects as well. We serve as CEE regional hub for 
IPEN and host secretariats for Dioxin and Waste WG as well as Toxic Metals WG 
for IPEN.

C Z E C H  R E P U B L I C

Jitka STRAKOVÁ

Arnika- Toxics and Waste Programme
jitka.strakova@arnika.org

We try to protect people and the environment from toxic chemicals and promote 
the use of safer alternatives. We propose economical use of resources and reduc-
tion of the amount of waste. We do not want that waste end up at landfills or in 
incinerators. We promote civil right to information on dangerous substances in 
the environment. Our campaigns of the do not concern only the Czech Republic, 
but also in many cases focus on European and international projects. We serve as 
CEE regional hub for IPEN and host secretariats for Dioxin and Waste WG as well 
as Toxic Metals WG for IPEN.

E L  S A L V A D O R

Dr. Ricardo NAVARRO

CESTA Friends of the Earth; Goldman 
Environmental Prize Recipient
foeelsalvador@hotmail.com

CESTA is the first environmental organization founded in El Salvador in 1980, 
its mission is to contribute to the sustainability of the country by promoting and 
implementing environmental programs, projects and actions that also contrib-
ute to a sustainable world. Its general objective is that population in El Salvador 
adopts and practices a system of values compatible with the sustainability of the 
country. Its specific objectives are: 1. Promote empowerment of communities 
and sectors, to raise levels of local sovereignty, aimed to improve quality of life in 
harmony with environment. 2. To generate solidarity and ways of life for people 
and societies, compatible with the environment. 3. To protect human beings, other 
species and habitats from deterioration and destruction of the environment, by 
recovering the lost ecological balance. The result of CESTA’s 36 years of work has 
been that environmental issues be taken seriously by the authorities and groups 
with decision-making power in the Salvador. CESTA was active in the discussions 
20 years ago, to create the Environment and Natural Resources Ministry and the 
Environmental Law, then environmental municipal ordinances, and proposals on 
“Sustainable Management of Solid Wastes”, that have served as examples national-
ly and internationally. CESTA has 22 persons working in environmental conflicts, 
climate change, solid waste management, agroecology, community health, natural 
medicine, biodiversity, forests, bicycle for transportation and renewable energy.
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E T H I O P I A

Tadesse AMERA SAHILU

Pesticide Action Nexus Association 
Ethiopia
atadesse2002@yahoo.com

Pesticide Action Nexus Association of Ethiopia (PAN-Ethiopia) is a non-govern-
mental organization established to work on environment and development to 
contribute to the eradication of poverty in Ethiopia through raising the awareness 
of the public in order to prevent the public health and environmental impacts of 
pesticides and other hazardous chemicals. Its main purpose is to enhance and pro-
mote a safe and sustainable environment protected from harms posed by hazard-
ous chemicals by promoting the close collaboration of government, non-govern-
mental organizations; civil society interest groups, urban and rural communities.

F R A N C E

Bruno VAN PETEGHEM

Association Toxicologie-Chimie de Paris, 
Treasurer; Goldman Environmental Prize 
Recipient
brunovp88@gmail.com

ATC-Paris was founded in 1989 to help workers affected by asbestos. Henri 
Pezerat, André Picot, Maurice Rabache, Jean-François Narbonne and some other 
scientists formed this NGO “”to promote in effective collaboration of its members 
a development and knowledge transmission policy in Fundamental and Applied 
Toxicology & Toxico-Chemistry, and to provide its members an updated of their 
knowledges by all well known ways”. Because most of them were university profes-
sors, researchers for national agencies or french institutes, ATC was at the begin-
ning the acronym of Association Toxicologie CNAM.

The CNAM is the acronym of: Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers/ Na-
tional Conservatory of Art and Work, which train engineers and adult vocational 
training. In 2009, the CNAM closed its toxicology chair (vocational education). 
The founders have decided to maintain its first aim and missions in keeping the 
acronym ATC which means now Association Toxicologie Chimie /Association 
Toxicology Chemistry (status 2009).

G E R M A N Y

Alexandra CATERBOW

Women in Europe for a Common Future 
(WECF), Senior Policy Advisor
alexandra.caterbow@wecf.eu

Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF) is an international network of 
150 women’s and CSOs implementing projects in 50 countries and advocating 
globally to shape a just and sustainable world. We strive for balancing the environ-
ment, health and economy, taking the different needs and perspectives of women 
and men into account. We enable women and men to participate at local and 
global levels in policy processes for sustainable development. On our partners’ own 
visions and needs we implement solutions locally and influence policy internation-
ally.
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G E R M A N Y

Johanna HAUSMANN

Women in Europe for a Common Future 
(WECF), Project Manager and PR
johanna.hausmann@wecf.eu

Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF) is an international network of 
150 women’s and CSOs implementing projects in 50 countries and advocating 
globally to shape a just and sustainable world. We strive for balancing the environ-
ment, health and economy, taking the different needs and perspectives of women 
and men into account. We enable women and men to participate at local and 
global levels in policy processes for sustainable development. On our partners’ own 
visions and needs we implement solutions locally and influence policy internation-
ally.

H U N G A R Y

Gergely SIMON

Greenpeace Central & Eastern Europe
gergely.simon@greenpeace.org

Greenpeace is an independent campaigning organisation that uses non-violent di-
rect action to expose global environmental problems and to force solutions which 
are essential to a green and peaceful future. Greenpeace’s goal is to ensure the abil-
ity of the earth to nurture life in all its diversity. In our Detox Campaign, we fight 
for a toxic-free-future where dangerous chemicals are no longer produced, used 
and released into our environment. In the last 5 years more then 20 fashion com-
panies have already committed to detox their clothes production. In the Central 
and Eastern European region, mainly in Hungary and in Slovakia we uncover local 
pollution cases and we lobby for proper pollution and disaster prevention policies.

I N D I A

Satish SINHA

Toxics Link
satish@toxicslink.org
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I N D O N E S I A

Yunyun ISMAWATI

BaliFokus Foundation, Co-founder and 
Senior Advisor; Goldman Environmental 
Prize Recipient
yunyun@balifokus.asia

Yuyun Ismawati is co-founder and Senior Advisor of BaliFokus Foundation, 
Indonesia, Goldman Environmental Prize 2009 recipient,and PhD candidate 
in Medical Research-International Health at Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität 
München looking at the health hazards of mercury exposures to children in ASGM 
hotspots. BaliFokus is an NGO working to improve community’s capacity, quality 
of life, and advocates a toxics-free environment together with all stakeholders in 
a sustainable way. In the last 5 years, BF has been conducting several programs 
using a grassroots approach to advocate policy review and changes. On mercury, 
BaliFokus works on ASGM-related issues including inventory and trade, informed 
choices catalogue of non-hg methods, health impacts of hg on communities (espe-
cially children), hg-contaminated sites and promoting the development of Action 
Plans to eliminate hg in ASGM sector. Additionally, BF is also campaigning the 
phase-out of hg in products including in dentistry and healthcare sector. Other 
programs that currently on-going and implemented in collaboration with other 
NGOs/networks are lead in paint, asbestos-free neighbourhoods, zero wastes, 
e-wastes, EDCs and nanosafety campaigns. BF is the co-founding organization of 
the Indonesian Toxics-Free Network, Koalisi Tolak Bakar and the Indonesian Ban 
Asbestos Network.

J O R D A N

Ziyad Jaber AL-ALAWNEH

Land and Human to Advocate Progress 
(LHAP), Manager
ziyadalawneh@gmail.com

LHAP has a mission to influence, encourage and assist local communities 
throughout Jordan to ensure proper social and economical progress, and ecologi-
cal integrity in a democratic arena and respect of human rights. LHAP considers 
the holistic approach in its work, which stems from the mere understanding of 
sustainable development. It considers the three pillars of sustainable develop-
ment: the social, economic and environment with the cross-cutting issues that 
are pre-requisite for sustainable development advancement. On top of that is the 
involvement and participation of women and youth in the advancement of these 
pillars. LHAP acts as a connecting point through which funding, mobilization and 
recruitment of national experts to serve its community can be achieved. LHAP 
is a member of several Arab, regional and international entities, and venues to 
consider for serving Jordanians. During the past 15 years, LHAP implemented 
more than 60 diverse types of projects (in all disciplines), secured jobs for many 
new graduates, equipped them with skills and knowledge and facilitated for them 
get secure jobs. LHAP has two groups: a pool of experts and a youth group called 
“ Youth for Sustainable Development –YSD”. Both groups are mobilized to serve 
their communities’ needs using knowledge and energy.
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K A Z A K H S T A N

Svetlana MOGILYUK

ECOM
msvgeo@gmail.com

ECOM’s mission is to defend human rights to a healthy environment. We strive for 
developing community participation and making the right decisions concerning 
chemical safety. We have been practicing the application of public participation 
for 15 years and are working on its improvement, both in the region and in the 
state. We arranged a successful campaign, “Don’t Poison My Pavlodar!” in 2015. 
Its aim was to stand against building a toxic waste burning plant, which contains 
POPs. In fact, over 100,000 citizens signed the petition against that dangerous 
project. ECOM participated in the arrangement of the Government Appeal; we 
made expert evaluations of the project accessible in the community via a Mass 
Media campaign. For the first time, over 800 citizens came to a public hearing. We 
also collected citizens’ signatures as evidence against the project. Our volunteers 
were active in the city and as the result, the city’s administration had to decline the 
project, taking into account this public opinion. We currently follow the issue of 
mercury pollution in the industrial site of cities in which it occurs and monitor the 
chemical’s leakage in chemical plants in the period of the Soviet System. In this 
period, about 1300 tons have polluted construction ruins, in the soil and in the 
water-storage sediments of the sewage. As observers, we take part in monitoring 
the environment. As experts, we participate in creating “Conception on Rehabilita-
tion of the Mercury Pollution.

K E N Y A

Griffins OCHIENG

Centre for Environment Justice and 
Development (CEJAD)
ogriffins@cejadkenya.org
ogriffins@yahoo.com

Centre for Environment Justice and Development (“CEJAD”) is a registered 
national not for profit Non-Governmental Organization promoting promoting 
rural development and environmental justice in Kenya, through sound chemicals 
management and sustainable use of natural resources. We do this by: advocating 
and lobbying for pro-sustainability policy and legal framework; educating and ad-
vising the public on available technologies and practices that improve human and 
environmental health in specific, and wellbeing in general; conducting and/or par-
ticipating in research that generate knowledge for influencing sound policies and 
actions; our theory of change is promoting interactive decision making processes 
which widens the scope for meaningful participation and closes the gap between 
decision makers, various relevant interest groups and the general public. CEJAD 
works with specific populations whose practices directly or indirectly affect and/
or are affected by specific unsustainable production, consumption and waste 
management. In doing so we aim to create nodes through which these popula-
tions can network with relevant Civil Society Organizations, research institutions, 
private sector and government agencies to influence policy decisions and practices 
at county, national and extra-national levels. In its work, CEJAD incorporates four 
cross cutting issues including human rights, environmental justice, gender, and 
good governance.
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K E N Y A

Phyllis OMIDO

Center For Justice Governance and 
Environmental Action (CJGEA), Co-
founder; Grassroots community 
mobilizer; 2015 Goldman Environmental 
Prize Winner (Africa)
phyllis@centerforjgea.com

CJGEA is a registered Non Profit non-Governmental organization based in Mom-
basa, Kenya working for the realization of Environmental/Socioeconomic rights of 
the economically marginalized communities residing around mining and extrac-
tives and toxic sites in the Kenyan Coastal region. CJGEA’s work has been realized 
through mainstreaming a human rights based approach to environmental gover-
nance based on procedural rights. This work is achieved by supporting and creat-
ing space for our communities in their course to challenge the responsibility of the 
state and injustice and inequality that surrounds communities around extraction 
communities; building capacities and awareness of community issues by organiza-
tion public picketing and media campaigns; educating communities on local and 
international instruments available for advocacy e.g. through the dissemination 
of information, publications, media work-work, campaigns and organizing events 
etc; participation in international networks supporting communities to do so; and 
influencing political decision-making that affects the creation of better policies 
and decision making on environmental issues.

K O R E A  ( R E P U B L I C  O F )

Joseph DIGANGI, PhD

IPEN, Senior Science & Techincal Advisor
joe@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

K O R E A  ( R E P U B L I C  O F )

Inja CHOI

Wonjin Institute for Occupational and 
Environmental Health (WIOEH), Senior 
Researcher, Chemical Analyst, Mp.S
spannerchoi@gmail.com

WIOEH was established in 1999 with the compensation money secured from 
strikes of a Wonjin carbon disulfide poisoning victims. After the unprecedented 
industrial accident, which resulted in about 1,000 victims suffering from work 
related diseases, a foundation and two hospitals for victims and general patients 
were established under the name of WIOEH. There are three main topics in 
which we specialize. They are the evaluation of hazardous occupational environ-
ment, studies on environmental epidemiology and body burden project through 
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biomonitoring, especially for endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs). We have 
many experiences in workplace evaluations at diverse industries, for example, 
petrochemical complex industry, automobile industry including automobile parts 
manufacturing factories, shipbuilding industry, tire manufacturing factories, and 
so on. In addition to workplace problems, we have taken part in several studies 
for environmental epidemiology. Our recent concern is focused on EDC exposure. 
We are preparing a subject called ‘Toxic Family’. In this project we are going to 
evaluate the contamination level of EDCs in environments where subjects live, and 
monitor the subjects’ internal exposure to EDCs at the same time.

K O R E A  ( R E P U B L I C  O F )

Hyekyung HAN

Supporters of Health and Right of People 
in Semiconductor Industry (SHARPS)

A 22-year-old woman worker of Samsung semiconductor, Yumi Hwang, died from 
leukemia in 2007. Her father, Sang-ki Hwang, and a group of activists from labor, 
human right, and workers’ health organizations launched SHARPS in Nov. 2007. 
The activities of SHARPS can be classified into five categories; 1) Solidarity espe-
cially for health and right of workers in electronic industry not only in Korea but 
also in other Asian countries; 2) Help the occupational diseases victims for getting 
the fair compensation from the government which ought to be given to injured 
worker as a social right. So far SHARPS has documented more than 350 occupa-
tional disease victims, organized more than 70 claims for workers compensation, 
and made 14 of them recognized as occupational diseases officially – mostly as the 
first case of Korean electronic industry. 3) Action-organizing to mobilize victims, 
workers, and other citizens; 4) Research on the hazards of workplace in electronic 
industry especially in semiconductor & display manufacturing facilities, and on 
the relevant legislations including workers’ compensation, right-to-know, and 
occupational health and safety regulations; 5) Public awareness to let the workers 
and people know the problem.

K O R E A  ( R E P U B L I C  O F )

Sinyo KIM

Supporters of Health and Right of People 
in Semiconductor Industry (SHARPS)

A 22-year-old woman worker of Samsung semiconductor, Yumi Hwang, died from 
leukemia in 2007. Her father, Sang-ki Hwang, and a group of activists from labor, 
human right, and workers’ health organizations launched SHARPS in Nov. 2007. 
The activities of SHARPS can be classified into five categories; 1) Solidarity espe-
cially for health and right of workers in electronic industry not only in Korea but 
also in other Asian countries; 2) Help the occupational diseases victims for getting 
the fair compensation from the government which ought to be given to injured 
worker as a social right. So far SHARPS has documented more than 350 occupa-
tional disease victims, organized more than 70 claims for workers compensation, 
and made 14 of them recognized as occupational diseases officially – mostly as the 
first case of Korean electronic industry. 3) Action-organizing to mobilize victims, 
workers, and other citizens; 4) Research on the hazards of workplace in electronic 
industry especially in semiconductor & display manufacturing facilities, and on 
the relevant legislations including workers’ compensation, right-to-know, and 
occupational health and safety regulations; 5) Public awareness to let the workers 
and people know the problem.
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K O R E A  ( R E P U B L I C  O F )

Won KIM, PhD (PH)

Wonjin Institute for Occupational and 
Environmental Health (WIOEH), Senior 
Researcher
kimwon0@gmail.com

WIOEH was established in 1999 with the compensation money secured from 
strikes of a Wonjin carbon disulfide poisoning victims. After the unprecedented 
industrial accident, which resulted in about 1,000 victims suffering from work 
related diseases, a foundation and two hospitals for victims and general patients 
were established under the name of WIOEH. There are three main topics in 
which we specialize. They are the evaluation of hazardous occupational environ-
ment, studies on environmental epidemiology and body burden project through 
biomonitoring, especially for endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs). We have 
many experiences in workplace evaluations at diverse industries, for example, 
petrochemical complex industry, automobile industry including automobile parts 
manufacturing factories, shipbuilding industry, tire manufacturing factories, and 
so on. In addition to workplace problems, we have taken part in several studies 
for environmental epidemiology. Our recent concern is focused on EDC exposure. 
We are preparing a subject called ‘Toxic Family’. In this project we are going to 
evaluate the contamination level of EDCs in environments where subjects live, and 
monitor the subjects’ internal exposure to EDCs at the same time.

K O R E A  ( R E P U B L I C  O F )

Jeong ok KONG

Supporters of Health and Right of People 
in Semiconductor Industry (SHARPS)

A 22-year-old woman worker of Samsung semiconductor, Yumi Hwang, died from 
leukemia in 2007. Her father, Sang-ki Hwang, and a group of activists from labor, 
human right, and workers’ health organizations launched SHARPS in Nov. 2007. 
The activities of SHARPS can be classified into five categories; 1) Solidarity espe-
cially for health and right of workers in electronic industry not only in Korea but 
also in other Asian countries; 2) Help the occupational diseases victims for getting 
the fair compensation from the government which ought to be given to injured 
worker as a social right. So far SHARPS has documented more than 350 occupa-
tional disease victims, organized more than 70 claims for workers compensation, 
and made 14 of them recognized as occupational diseases officially – mostly as the 
first case of Korean electronic industry. 3) Action-organizing to mobilize victims, 
workers, and other citizens; 4) Research on the hazards of workplace in electronic 
industry especially in semiconductor & display manufacturing facilities, and on 
the relevant legislations including workers’ compensation, right-to-know, and 
occupational health and safety regulations; 5) Public awareness to let the workers 
and people know the problem.
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K O R E A  ( R E P U B L I C  O F )

Jong ran LEE

Supporters of Health and Right of People 
in Semiconductor Industry (SHARPS)

A 22-year-old woman worker of Samsung semiconductor, Yumi Hwang, died from 
leukemia in 2007. Her father, Sang-ki Hwang, and a group of activists from labor, 
human right, and workers’ health organizations launched SHARPS in Nov. 2007. 
The activities of SHARPS can be classified into five categories; 1) Solidarity espe-
cially for health and right of workers in electronic industry not only in Korea but 
also in other Asian countries; 2) Help the occupational diseases victims for getting 
the fair compensation from the government which ought to be given to injured 
worker as a social right. So far SHARPS has documented more than 350 occupa-
tional disease victims, organized more than 70 claims for workers compensation, 
and made 14 of them recognized as occupational diseases officially – mostly as the 
first case of Korean electronic industry. 3) Action-organizing to mobilize victims, 
workers, and other citizens; 4) Research on the hazards of workplace in electronic 
industry especially in semiconductor & display manufacturing facilities, and on 
the relevant legislations including workers’ compensation, right-to-know, and 
occupational health and safety regulations; 5) Public awareness to let the workers 
and people know the problem.

L E B A N O N

Dr. Naji KODEIH

IndyACT
najikodeih@gmail.com

IndyAct has already established local, regional and international campaigns that 
are based on non-violent and innovative ideas to inspire the required change. The 
organizations that IndyAct cooperates and partners with include highly respect-
able international networks and organizations. We work for a toxic-free future.

L E B A N O N

Marie Therese SEIF

Human Environmental Association for 
Development (HEAD), Founder and 
President
mtseif4@gmail.com

The mission of the HEAD association is to contribute to the preservation of the 
environment and its elements of earth, air, water, and biodiversity in Lebanon by 
working to raise the environmental awareness, enhancing the technical skills and 
environmental sense of citizenship by the individuals and institutions with focus-
ing on women, children, and young people in collaboration with governmental and 
non- governmental institution, and to act within the interest of the country within 
the principles of sustainability and effective participation of the community.
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M A U R I T I U S ,  I N D I A N  O C E A N  I S L A N D S

Hemsing HURRYNAG

Development Indian Ocean Network 
(DION), Project Manager
dionet@intnet.mu
panadion@gmail.com

The Development Indian Ocean Network (DION) is a network of development 
NGOs of the Indian Ocean Islands of Africa comprising the islands of Comoros, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion and Seychelles. It was created in 2000 at a meet-
ing held in Antananarivo, Madagascar. DION seeks to promote economic, health, 
environment and sustainable development through non-governmental organiza-
tions of the Indian Ocean Islands of Africa, and to strengthen collaboration and 
communication among NGOs, among NGOs and governments of the Region 
through consultations, capacity building and institutional development activities.

M E X I C O

Maria Eugenia ACOSTA

Red de Acción en Plaguicidas y sus 
Alternativas en México. A.C. (RAPAM); 
Centro de Análisis en Tóxicos y sus 
Alternativas (CAATA)
coordinacion@rapam.org.mx

RAPAM / CAATA has the Mission to promote the progressive phase out of hazard-
ous chemical that threat the human health and environment, and to change public 
policy to support alternatives including agroecological agriculture, clean produc-
tion and the exercise of the rights for a healthy environment for the present and 
future generations in a Toxic Free Future.

M E X I C O

Fernando BEJARANO G.

Red de Acción en Plaguicidas y sus 
Alternativas en México. A.C. (RAPAM); 
Centro de Análisis en Tóxicos y sus 
Alternativas (CAATA)
coordinacion@rapam.org.mx

RAPAM/CAATA has a mission to promote the progressive phase out of hazardous 
chemicals that threaten human health and the environment, and to change public 
policy to support alternatives including agroecological agriculture, clean produc-
tion, and the exercise of the right to a healthy environmnet for present and future 
generations in a Toxic Free Future.
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M E X I C O

Francisco Antonio Mercado 
CALDERON

Labour Research and Union Advisory, 
Civil Association, Mexico (CILAS A.C.)
famc471029@gmail.com

CILAS researches working conditions, fights for workers rights, trains in oc-
cupational health and safety, and engages in political advisory to the Mexican 
independent and democratic unions. They fight to defend the workers rights and 
conquests, denouncing when these rights are violated, and making publications 
and press conferences. CILAS has gained a sound prestige in democratic social 
media and their courses and advisory are well received and attended by the unions 
and their workers. CILAS also participates with other organizations to make these 
objectives a reality for social and political life in Mexico.

M E X I C O

Sofia C. CHÁVEZ ARCE

Casa Cem-Vias Verdes A.C.
schavez@casacem.org

Casa Cem- Vias Verdes A.C. is a meeting point between public, private, academic 
sectors and civil society working to transform the condition of the socio-environ-
mental problems of the Western region of Mexico towards sustainability through 
governance processes and environmental education. Our general goal is to con-
tribute to the improvement of socio-environmental conditions through environ-
mental governance, management, training, advocacy, education, communication, 
legal action and research programs in relation to the life cycle of natural resources 
and their interaction with humans.

M E X I C O

Patricia JOSEPH-BRAVO

Instituto de Biotecnología, Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de Mëxico, Research 
Scientist in Neuroendocrinology
joseph@ibt.unam.mx
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M E X I C O

Hugo MENDOZA A

Centro de Refleccion y Accion Laboral 
(CEREAL)
hugomendozant@gmail.com

El Centro de Reflexión y Acción Laboral (CEREAL) de Guadalajara es una ex-
tensión del proyecto obrero de Fomento Cultural y Educativo A. C, que a su vez 
pertenece a la Compañia de Jesus( obra social Jesuita) en su conjunto. Las oficinas 
en el Occidente de México fueron abiertas en 1997 con la intención de propor-
cionar una atención más cercana a los trabajadores de la industria maquiladora, 
sobre todo la de tipo electrónico.

Las empresas maquiladoras, en general, se caracterizan, principalmente, por sus 
procesos productivos altamente globalizados y por su recurrente violación a los 
derechos de los trabajadores. Ante esta realidad, cada vez más extendida en el 
mundo, Fomento ha querido ofrecer a este tipo de trabajadores un servicio que les 
permita conocer sus derechos y les facilite actuar organizadamente en la búsqueda 
de alternativas de solución.

Objetivos Específicos:

•	 Capacitar a los y las trabajadoras de los sectores que acompañamos, en el 
conocimiento de sus derechos humanos laborales, para lograr mejores condi-
ciones de trabajo.

•	 Promover y fortalecer las organizaciones de los y las trabajadoras que acom-
pañamos.

•	 Fortalecer la incidencia y articulación del CEREAL en las redes sindicales, 
civiles, académicas y de organismos defensores de los derechos humanos 
nacionales e internacionales.

•	 Colaborar y fortalecer las articulaciones regionales, nacionales e internaciona-
les que los mismos trabajadores van impulsando.

•	 Denunciar las violaciones y defender los Derechos Humanos Laborales, 
especialmente en el seguimiento a los casos ante las instancias nacionales e 
internacionales

M E X I C O

Dr. Regina Montero  
MONTOYA

Instituto de Investigaciones Biomédicas, 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México
dorinda_re@yahoo.com.mx
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M E X I C O / U S A

Talli NAUMAN

Journalism to Raise Environmental 
Awareness (Periodismo para Elevar la 
Conciencia Ecologica), Co-Director
talli.nauman@gmail.com

Journalism to Raise Environmental Awareness (JREA) is an international 
multimedia project initiated with a MacArthur grant in 1994. Co-founder and 
co-director Talli Nauman is the Health & Environment Editor at the Native Sun 
News, the largest weekly circulation newspaper in South Dakota, her home state, 
where coverage has been focused on toxic fracked oil and pipeline conflicts for six 
years. JREA is the producer of Meloncoyote, a bilingual newsletter, which brings 
together prize-winning environmental journalists and aspiring youth in train-
ing sessions to advance media coverage of cross-boundary sustainability issues in 
Northwest Mexico and Southwest U.S.A. JREA’s projects include co-authoring 
the Society of Environmental Journalists’ Guide to Diversity in Environmental 
Reporting. Another project is our coverage of climate issues in Mexico as a cor-
respondent agency of Reuters. Our experience includes 40 years of coverage of 
nuclear energy issues in major media outlets in the Americas, including not only 
Reuters, but also the Los Angeles Times Syndicate, UPI, and The Associated Press 
in Los Angeles and Mexico City.

M E X I C O / B R A S I L

Guillermo FOLADORI

Latin American Nanotechnology & 
Society Network (ReLANS)
gfoladori@gmail.com

ReLANS is the acronym for the Latin American Nanotechnology & Society 
Network. Created in 2006, this network is a forum for discussion and exchange 
of information that follows the process of nanotechnology development in Latin 
America. ReLANS establishes links and collaboration agreements with academic 
institutions, NGOs, trade unions, governments and society, intending to examine 
and evaluate the political, economic, social, legal, ethical and environmental impli-
cations of nanotechnologies in Latin America. ReLANS has been publishing books 
and organizing congresses and seminars on the topic. ReLANS is a member of 
IPEN. www.relans.org

N E P A L

Ram CHARITRA SAH

Center for Public Health and 
Environmental Development (CEPHED)
info@cephed.org.np
ramcharitra@gmail.com

CEPHEDis a national level research based Non Governmental Organization with 
the vision of connecting people to the science and technology for healthy leaving 
and environmental safety and providing access to new scientific knowledge, tech-
nology and safety measures from environment and public health sectors through 
research, coordination, capacity building, networking and policy dialogue toward 
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ensuring chemical safety in place. CEPHED works and activities has been recog-
nized at national and international level as we have received several national and 
international awards: UNDP GEF SGP Outstanding 2009 and First Prize 2012; 
UN POPs Convention Secretariat PCB Elimination Network`s PEN Award 2011; 
Grill Traders Association Award 2068 (2011); Environment Conservation Award 
2069(2012), Best Paper Award on Mercury Research 2015 and Environment 
Conservation Award 2073 (2016) etc. CEPHED has successful in several policy 
influences like Mandatory Lead Paint Standard of 90 ppm; Ban of Import, Sale, 
Distribution and Uses of Asbestos and asbestos containing products; banning of 
Import, Purchase and Uses of Mercury based equipment and we are expecting 
soon the mandatory standard for toxic chemicals in Children Toys etc.

N E W  Z E A L A N D

Meriel WATTS

PAN Asia Pacific, Senior Technical 
Consultant; PAN Aotearoa NZ, 
Coordinator; IPEN PAN-Pesticides 
Working Group, Co-Chair; Organic Farmer
merielwatts@xtra.co.nz

Working on a just and pesticide-free future, replacing highly hazardous pesticides 
with agroecology. Dedicated to providing information on the real impacts of pesti-
cides, and on nonchemical alternatives

P A N A M A

Raul Edgardo CARRANZA 
BARRIA

Departamento de Ciencias Ambientales, 
Universidad de Panamá; Red de Acción 
en Plaguicidas y sus Alternativas de 
América Latina (RAP-AL), President
rcarran02@gmail.com

RAPAL Panama seeks to influence environmental policies of the Panamanian state 
on pesticides, GMOs and agricultural alternatives friendlier to human health and 
the environment. Our management has trained on the topics mentioned since 
2001 covering 10 provinces across the country. We have made alliances with orga-
nizations such as PROCOSOL (Production and Marketing Partnership), Gorace 
(Organic Producers Group Cerro Punta), AMIPILA (Friends of International 
Frienship Park), Uncurepa (Consumers Union of the Republic of Panama) and 
others. We have created outreach programs on television and teaching materi-
als for training, such as brochures, and videos. We own and use a lot of material 
obtained from international meetings, where we collect materials produced by the 
other members of RAPAL in Latin America. All of this is used for commemora-
tions and celebrations of environmental including the most important dates, the 
World Day of No Pesticide use.
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P A R A G U A Y

Mario PAREDES

Alter Vida
mparedes@altervida.org.py

Alter Vida es una Organización no gubernamental (ONG) del Paraguay, sin fines 
de lucro fundada el 5 de setiembre de 1.985. La MISION es “desarrollar y promov-
er sistemas de gestión socio-ambientales con enfoque de derechos para un Para-
guay Sostenible”, y la VISION es “ser una Organización Civil comprometida con el 
Desarrollo Sostenible y reconocida por la calidad de su gestión”. Está conformada 
por socios fundadores y activos que se reúnen anualmente en Asamblea; cuenta 
con un Consejo Directivo externo de voluntarios reconocidos por su trayectoria y 
una Dirección Ejecutiva electa entre los directores de Programas. La Coordinación 
de Directores de Programas es la instancia de análisis, presentación, gestión, 
implementación y administración de los proyectos de la institución. Los Program-
as de Alter Vida son: Agroecología, Biodiversidad, Rural de Desarrollo Sostenible 
y Gestión y Administración de Proyectos, que ejecutan proyectos a nivel nacional. 
A la fecha la institución ha implementado más de 200 proyectos. Los temas es-
tratégicos son desarrollo local, pobreza, género, salud, cambio climático, produc-
ción orgánica, acceso a mercados, entre otros. Alter Vida forma parte de la Red de 
Acción en Plaguicidas y sus Alternativas para América Latina, y se relaciona con 
IPEN a través de los proyectos de Mercurio por medio del muestreo de cabellos y 
de peces (2.012), con la problemática del Mercurio en tubos fluorescentes (2.014), 
y detección del Mercurio a través del muestreo de cabello en mujeres reproduc-
toras (2.016). En el año 2.011 se trabajó con IPEN para detectar estimaciones de 
concentración de Plomo (ppm) en esmalte pinturas decorativas comprados en 
Paraguay. Alter Vida tiene su página web www.altervida.org.py, y sus contactos 
son: Hebe González de Bóbeda (comercial@altervida.org.py) y Mario Paredes 
(mparedes@altervida.org.py).

P H L I P P I N E S

Manny CALONZO

IPEN, Lead Paint Advisor
manny@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

P H I L I P P I N E S

Antonio DIZON

EcoWaste Coalition, Chemical Safety 
Campaigner
tdizon@ecowatecoaltion.org

EcoWaste Coalition is a public interest and advocacy network of more than 150 
community, church, school, environmental and health groups. We envisions a 
Zero Waste society in the Philippines by 2020 by pursuing sustainable solutions 
to waste, climate change and chemical issues facing the Philippines and the world. 
EcoWaste Coalition organizes & supports various citizens’ efforts addressing 
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waste, climate & chemical safety issues through: research & evidence building 
approach; information dissemination; skill shares & workshops; policy develop-
ment & advocacy; and demonstration projects of ecological alternatives & strategic 
campaigns & alliances, locally & internationally.

P H I L I P P I N E S

Jeiel G. GUARINO

IPEN, Global Lead Paint Elimination 
Campaigner
jeielguarino@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

P H I L I P P I N E S

Von HERNANDEZ

GAIA; Greenpeace International; 
EcoWaste Coalition; Goldman 
Environmental Prize Recipient
von.hernandez@greenpeace.org
vonglennhernandez@gmail.com

Von is currently Development Director for Greenpeace International, where he 
helps oversee the performance and development of Greenpeace’s national and 
regional offices worldwide. He also sits in the Steering Committee of the Global 
Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA), a global alliance of more than 650 
grassroots groups, non-governmental organizations, and individuals in over 90 
countries whose ultimate vision is a just, toxic-free world and zero waste future 
without incineration. He is the convenor of the Ecowaste Coalition, a public 
interest network of community, church, school, environmental and health groups 
pursuing sustainable solutions to waste, climate change and chemical issues facing 
the Philippines and the world.

P H I L I P P I N E S

Aileen LUCERO

EcoWaste Coalition, National Coordinator
alucero@ecowastecoalition.org

EcoWaste Coalition is a public interest and advocacy network of more than 150 
community, church, school, environmental and health groups. We envisions a 
Zero Waste society in the Philippines by 2020 by pursuing sustainable solutions 
to waste, climate change and chemical issues facing the Philippines and the world. 
EcoWaste Coalition organizes & supports various citizens’ efforts addressing 
waste, climate & chemical safety issues through: research & evidence building 
approach; information dissemination; skill shares & workshops; policy develop-
ment & advocacy; and demonstration projects of ecological alternatives & strategic 
campaigns & alliances, locally & internationally.
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R U S S I A

Oleg SERGEYEV

Chapaevsk Medical Association
olegsergeyev1@yandex.ru

Chapaevsk Medical Association (CMA) was established in 1999 with a mission to 
improve health of Chapaevsk inhabitants. One of the main fields of the organiza-
tion’s activity is environmental health. Chapaevsk, Samara region, was historically 
contaminated by industrial organochlrorine chemicals and dioxins as by-product. 
In collaboration with the Russian research institutes and Harvard School of Public 
Health, USA, the prospective cohort Russian Children’s Study has been started 
in Chapaevsk since 2003. The study has focused on assessing the associations of 
persistent endocrine disrupting chemicals with male growth, puberty and repro-
ductive health. Numerous published study findings were the basis for the argu-
ment of Russian remediation and social rehabilitation programs conducted in 
Chapaevsk and funded by Russian regional and local governments. As a result of 
this research and remediation activities, Chapaevsk was designated as a member 
of the World Health Organization network “Healthy Cities” in 2015. Chapaevsk 
Medical Association plays the key role to raise awareness among former USSR 
countries regarding impact of endocrine disrupting chemicals on health. In 2014 
together with Eco-Accord with support of a grantor and assistance of IPEN, CMA 
published brochure in Russian “EDCs: state of problem”.

R U S S I A

Dr. Olga SPERANSKAYA

Eco-Accord, Programme Director;  
IPEN, CoChair; Goldman Environmental 
Prize Recipient
olga@ipen.org

Eco-Accord is a non-for-profit citizens’ organisation registered in Russia with a 
consultative status in UN ECOSOC. Since 1997, Eco-Accord has enhanced public 
participation in decision-making on chemical safety initiatives, noting Eco-Accord 
is the IPEN EECCA (Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia) Regional Hub 
and Olga Speranskaya is Eco-Accord Programme Director and IPEN CoChair. 
Eco-Accord operates in Russian and in English and coordinates a news service 
on chemical safety that has grown from 300 to more than 900 direct subscribers 
from EECCA countries. It leads a network of 106 IPEN participating organisa-
tions based in the EECCA, operates a website, facebook and twitter accounts. 
Eco-Accord has successfully participated in negotiations over the ratification and 
implementation of chemical agreements in Russia, EECCA and globally. It plays 
an important role in IPEN’s Mercury-Free and Lead in Paint Campaigns and 
participates in a number of activities on mercury, highly hazardous pesticides, 
hazardous chemicals in products, and lead in paint. Eco-Accord is also part of the 
European EDCs Free campaign and is actively involved in the work on EDCs in 
Russia and other EECCA countries. It focuses on human environmental rights and 
justice issues and plays an important role defending environmental activists in 
trouble in Russia and other EECCA countries.
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S E R B I A

Jasminka RANĐJELOVIĆ

ALHem (Safe Chemicals Alternative), 
Program Coordinator
jasminka.randjelovic@alhem.rs

ALHem (Alternative for safer chemicals) is a civil society organization based in 
Belgrade, Republic of Serbia. Its goal is promotion of sustainable development, 
with focus on chemical safety management. The organization was founded in 2013 
by professionals with years of experience in the field of chemicals management. 
ALHem is committed to safe management of chemicals in Serbia and operates at 
all levels of society with the objective of reducing risks from chemicals to human 
health and the environment. ALHem follows SAICM global policy strategy. AL-
Hem is transferring experience of European and international non-governmental 
organizations in the effort to establish safe chemicals management. ALHem is the 
member of IPEN, EEB and HEAL. ALHem informs and educates representatives 
of business sector about safe chemicals management; promotes safer alterna-
tives for hazardous chemicals; promotes examples of good practices of distribu-
tion chains which have implemented a policy of proper chemicals management; 
provides information to wider public about hazardous chemicals and ways of risk 
reduction; influences state authorities to adopt and implement policies in this area 
in compliance with EU policies aimed at reduction of chemical risks; monitors 
implementation of the regulation in the market and publication of the obtained 
results; supports consumer protection associations and other CSO in order to 
achieve safe chemicals management on the market; educates journalists so as to 
enable accurate and timely reporting in this area; and raises awareness amongst 
health and education representatives about EDCs.

S O U T H  A F R I C A

Riana BORNMAN

Endocrine Society
Riana.Bornman@up.ac.za

I am a clinician representing the Endocrine Society at the 2016 IPEN meeting. 
My current work focuses on the impact of malaria insecticides on human and 
environmental health in South Africa. The Endocrine Society has been a leader 
in promoting the inclusion of endocrine research in studies of EDC and effects 
on hormones and health. The Society has sponsored international conferences on 
endocrine-disrupting chemicals, and it has published scientific statements, a state-
ment of principle, and a guide to EDCs for international policymakers in conjunc-
tion with IPEN.

S R I  L A N K A

Pathragoda DILENA

Centre for Environmental Justice (CEJ), 
Managing Director
dilenapk@gmail.com

Centre for Environmental Justice is an Environmental Organization working 
towards protecting the equal environmental rights of the people, conserve nature 
and natural resources, promote good environmental governance and promote 
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ecological sustainability by supporting ecologically sound community activities. 
CEJ objectives are protection, preservation and conservation of the nature and 
the environment and the promotion and advancement of the concept of environ-
mental justice and environmental good governance in the interest of the general 
public. We engage in environmental advocacy and education and assist local com-
munities to protect their environmental rights through Courts and Environmental 
Mediation. We are a member of the Friends of the Earth International (FOEI), 
International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN), Environmental Law Alliance 
Worldwide (ELAW), also a member of Global Anti-Incineration Alliance (GAIA), 
NGO forum on ADB, Freshwater Action Network South Asia (FANSA), Waste Not 
in Asia, Jubilee South, Asia Solidarity on Industrial Aquaculture (ASIA), OIL-
WATCH International, and Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead in Paint. CEJ also 
involves in educating people on environmental issues. Especially General Public, 
School Children, Government Officers, CBO’s members etc through Awareness 
Programs, Exhibitions, Printed Materials, Publications, Presentations and other 
techniques for enhance the level of knowledge on environment and its values.

S U D A N

Sumaia ELSAYED

Sudanese Environment Conservation 
Society (SECS)
sumaialsayed@yahoo.com

SECS’ main purpose is working for peace, environmental rehabilitation, sustain-
able development, poverty eradication and achieving the MDGs, especially during 
the post-conflict period. SECS’ Vision: “We look for Sudan enjoying a safe and 
healthy environment, achieving sustainable development and a lasting peace.” 
SECS’ Mission: SECS works towards environmental rehabilitation, sound man-
agement and rational utilization of natural resources and elimination of harmful 
environmental violations and malpractices. The activities of the Society cover 
many areas, e.g. environmental conservation, health, water, sanitation, hygiene 
and education, customized to different communities. Activities vary from direct 
tangible interventions (humanitarian projects, recovery programs, socioeconomic 
aid, providing supplies and materials) and indirect intangible activities (lobbying 
and advocating for issues of concerns, training workshops, awareness campaigns). 
They are also set to be relevant to each community and specific needs, bounded by 
each project lifecycle, output and short and long term impacts.

S W E D E N

Anne-Sofie ANDERSSON

ChemSec, Executive Director
anne-sofie.andersson@chemsec.org

ChemSec promotes sustainable innovation and offers guidance and tools for effec-
tive corporate chemicals management. ChemSec also works to speed up legisla-
tive processes by acting as a catalyst for progressive dialogue and action between 
relevant stakeholders such as decision makers, businesses and finance. Our vision 
is a world where people can trust that the products they come in contact with are 
safe and produced in a sustainable way. A world where business and industry do 
not spend their time and energy defending harmful chemicals, but seek to identify 
them and replace them with safe alternatives.
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S W E D E N

Sara BROSCHÉ, PhD

IPEN, Global Lead Paint Elimination 
Project Manager
sarabrosche@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

S W E D E N

Maria Ekström JOHANSSON

IPEN, Operations and Finance Director
mariajohansson@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

S W E D E N

Peter PIERROU

ChemSec, Communications Manager
peter.pierrou@chemsec.org

ChemSec promotes sustainable innovation and offers guidance and tools for effec-
tive corporate chemicals management. ChemSec also works to speed up legisla-
tive processes by acting as a catalyst for progressive dialogue and action between 
relevant stakeholders such as decision makers, businesses and finance.Our vision 
is a world where people can trust that the products they come in contact with are 
safe and produced in a sustainable way. A world where business and industry do 
not spend their time and energy defending harmful chemicals, but seek to identify 
them and replace them with safe alternatives.

S W E D E N

Johnny Andreas  
PREVODNIK

Swedish Society for Nature Conservation 
(SSNC)
Andreas.Prevodnik@naturskyddsforeningen.se

The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC) is the oldest environmental 
NGO in Sweden, founded in 1909. We are politically unbound, member based 
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(currently with almost 300 000 individual members), and work in the interest of 
public health, protection of the environment, and sustainable development.

S W E D E N

Martin SALMONSSON

IPEN, Financial Manager
martinsalmonsson@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

S W I T Z E R L A N D

David AZOULAY

Center for International Environmental 
Law (CIEL), Senior Attorney, 
Environmental Health Program Director
dazoulay@ciel.org

CIEL informs and educates representatives of business sector about safe chemicals 
management. Promote safer alternatives for hazardous chemicals; make available 
databases on Serbian language to support substitution. Promote examples of good 
practices of distribution chains which have implemented a policy of proper chemi-
cals management. Provide information to wider public about dangerous chemicals 
and ways of risk reduction. Raise awareness amongst consumers about the impor-
tance of reading of chemical products labels and their right to require information 
about the presence of most dangerous chemicals in products for everyday use. 
Influence state authorities to adopt and implement policies in this area in compli-
ance with EU policies aimed at reduction of chemical risks. Monitor implemen-
tation of the regulation in the market and publication of the obtained results. 
Support consumer protection associations and other civil society organizations in 
order to achieve safe chemicals management on the market. Educate journalists so 
as to enable accurate and timely reporting in this area. Raise awareness amongst 
representatives of health and education sectors about risks of dangerous chemicals 
for human health and environment.

S W I T Z E R L A N D

Layla HUGHES

Center for International Environmental 
Law (CIEL), Senior Attorney, 
Environmental Health
lhughes@ciel.org

Since 1989, the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) has used the 
power of law to protect the environment, promote human rights, and ensure a just 
and sustainable society.
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CIEL pursues its mission through legal research and advocacy, education and 
training, with a focus on connecting global challenges to the experiences of com-
munities on the ground. In the process, we build and maintain lasting partner-
ships with communities and non-profit organizations around the world. Most of 
CIEL’s environmental health program work focuses on “emerging” threats to hu-
man health and the environemnt such as nano and EDCs, international chemical 
governance (SAICM, and BRS convention), as well as the interconnection between 
trade and the use of chemicals world wide.

T A I W A N

Xavier SUN, PhD

Taiwan Watch Institute, Research Officer
xavier0304@gmail.com

Founded in 1999, Taiwan Watch Institute (TWI) is an environmental protection 
group that focuses mainly on brown issues such as waste management, overpro-
duction and overuse of plastics, and recycling mechanisms.

TWI is campaigning against waste incineration, plastic microbeads and polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) plastic products. It monitors and analyze public policies and lob-
bies the legislative Yuan (Parliament) with the aim of protecting the environment 
and achieving sustainability. TWI collaborates with environmental organizations 
in Taiwan and overseas to promote common issues and concerns.

T H A I L A N D

Penchom SAETANG

Ecological Alert and Recovery- Thailand 
(EARTH), Director
penchom.earth@gmail.com

Ecological Alert and Recovery - Thailand (EARTH) is an independent non-profit 
organization striving for social and environmental sustainability and justice in 
Thai society. EARTH serves as a watchdog monitoring the Thai government’s 
industrialization policy, industrial pollution and unsustainable consumption pat-
terns. EARTH promotes chemical sound management and toxics free future, good 
governance and accountability of governmental and private corporations. EARTH 
focuses on the impacts of hazardous substances on ecosystems, local communities 
and workers’ health.

T O G O

Kokou Elorm AMEGADZE

Friends of the Earth-Togo, Information 
and Communication Officer
kelorm5@yahoo.fr

Friends of the Earth Togo (FoE-Togo) is a nonprofit, voluntary action for pro-
tection of the environment NGO. Created on 20th June 1990, it is member of: 
Friends of the Earth Interntaional and IUCN. It is accredited by UNEP. It oper-
ates in the following areas: biodiversity, climate change, desertification, renewable 
energy, sustainable agriculture, fight against chemical pollution, environmental 
education, mining, water and sanitation, environmental justice, and citizen con-
trol of public action.
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The vision of FoE-Togo is that Togo becomes an environmentally, socially and eco-
nomically sustainable society. Our mission is to move human society to live in ways 
that preserve the ability of the Earth to sustain life. It focuses on practices that 
contribute to sustainable development. In June 2007, FoE-Togo has realized two 
studies on: State of the impacts of mining and industrial activities on biodiversity 
in Togo; and State of the impacts of chemicals on Biodiversity in Togo. Currently, 
FoE-Togo is working on two projects with IPEN: Fight against the affection by 
mercury of women of childbearing age; and fight against lead in paint. FoE-Togo 
is Togolese CSO’s SAICM Focal Point, and participates with the government on 
issues related to chemical pollution and other hazardous waste.

T U N I S I A

Semia GHARBI

Association for Environmental Education 
for Future Generations in Tunisia 
(AEEFG), President
semia.gharbi@laposte.net

Mrs Semia Gharbi is a teacher and environmentalist expert. She is the President 
of Association for Environmental Education for Future Générations in Tunisia. 
AEEFG is the Hub Regional of IPEN in MENA region. The AEEFG (Environmen-
tal Education for Future Generation Association) was set up in 3 August 2011. It 
works in the field of environmental education and has corporation with Education 
Institutions as pupils, students and teachers.

It mainly aims to improve and disseminate the best practice in environment for 
youth and children. The AEEFG spreads awareness on chemical hazards. The 
main Activities are: education and training on environmental issues such as chem-
ical hazards like POPs, pesticides, lead in paint, EDCs, and waste; school project 
for environmental empowerment, leading to better descriptions and understand-
ings of environmental problems; developing comprehensive activities to provide 
permanent assistance to pupils through the scholar year; encouraging volunteers 
to plant trees; and bringing wareness to chemical impacts.

U G A N D A

Kamese Geoffrey NANSOVE

National Association of Professional 
Environmentalists (NAPE); Senior 
Programme Officer Administration of 
Energy, Climate Change, and Chemicals 
Management
kamese@nape.or.ug
kameseus@yahoo.com

The National Association of Professional Environmentalists (NAPE) is an envi-
ronmental lobby and advocacy organization committed to sustainable solutions 
to Uganda’s most challenging environmental and economic growth problems. 
NAPE monitors government actions together with its other development partners, 
conduct research, provide educational materials, develop science-based strate-
gies, organize affected communities, make common cause with other civil society 
organisations and international organizations, and engage government officials at 
all levels as well as other stakeholders.
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U K R A I N E

Denys PAVLOVSKYI

MAMA-86, Project Manager, Chemical 
Safety Program
Dpavlovskyi@mama-86.org.ua

MAMA-86 is a leading Ukrainian environmental CSO that includes 19 branches 
all over Ukraine and has been promoting sustainable development for 26 years 
through policy analysis, monitoring and advocacy, awareness-raising and project 
implementation in the three priority areas: a) greening policy and practices (envi-
ronmental policy integration), b) ensuring access to safe water/sanitation and pro-
moting water management; c) promoting safe waste and chemicals management 
(chemical safety programm). The organization’s mission is to promote Ukrainian 
mothers` participation in achieving environmental wellbeing of current and fu-
ture generations. The aim of the organisation is to achieve Ukraine of Sustainable 
Development. The organization is active on different levels – from grassroots to 
international, maintains partnerships with many environmental CSOs in Ukraine 
and abroad and belongs to numerous domestic and international policy networks. 
According to the MAMA-86 Strategic Plan the main strategic objectives of Chemi-
cal Safety Programm are: contributing to the successful implementation of four 
chemical conventions and SAICM, promoting safe and effective management of 
hazardous waste (obsolete pesticides, chemical by-products, etc.) and toxic chemi-
cals, and promoting proper and sustainable management of domestic waste by 
households and municipalities.

U K R A I N E

Olga TSYGULYOVA

MAMA-86, Chemical Safety Program 
Coordinator
tsygulyova@mail.ru
tsugulyova@mama-86.org.ua

MAMA-86 is a leading Ukrainian environmental CSO that includes 19 branches 
all over Ukraine and has been promoting sustainable development for 26 years 
through policy analysis, monitoring and advocacy, awareness-raising and project 
implementation in the three priority areas: a) greening policy and practices (envi-
ronmental policy integration), b) ensuring access to safe water/sanitation and pro-
moting water management; c) promoting safe waste and chemicals management 
(chemical safety programm). The organization’s mission is to promote Ukrainian 
mothers` participation in achieving environmental wellbeing of current and fu-
ture generations. The aim of the organisation is to achieve Ukraine of Sustainable 
Development. The organization is active on different levels – from grassroots to 
international, maintains partnerships with many environmental CSOs in Ukraine 
and abroad and belongs to numerous domestic and international policy networks. 
According to the MAMA-86 Strategic Plan the main strategic objectives of Chemi-
cal Safety Programm are: contributing to the successful implementation of four 
chemical conventions and SAICM, promoting safe and effective management of 
hazardous waste (obsolete pesticides, chemical by-products, etc.) and toxic chemi-
cals, and promoting proper and sustainable management of domestic waste by 
households and municipalities.
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U N I T E D  K I N G D O M

Gwynne LYONS

Chem Trust
gwynne.lyons@chemtrust.org.uk

CHEM Trust’s Vision is a world where humans and wildlife co-exist with a 
sustainable chemical industry, and where man-made chemicals play no part in 
causing impaired reproduction, deformities, disease, or deficits in neurological 
function. CHEM Trust’s Mission Statement is to prevent man-made chemicals 
from causing long term damage to wildlife or humans by ensuring that chemicals 
which cause such harm are substituted with safer alternatives.

Gwynne Lyons is co-founder of CHEM Trust which she soon established as one of 
the leading civil society organisation working on EU endocrine disruption policy.

U N I T E D  R E P U B L I C  O F  T A N Z A N I A

Silvani MNG’ANYA

AGENDA for Environment and 
Responsible Development (AGENDA), 
Principal Programme Officer; IPEN 
Anglophone Africa Regional Coordinator
semnganya@gmail.com

Mission Statement: To promote a culture of responsibility to the environment 
amongst the general public through awareness, advocacy, capacity building and 
stakeholders’ involvement in Tanzania and beyond. Its focus areas are sound 
management of chemicals and wastes; sustainable natural resource management; 
climate change impacts mitigation and adaptation; applied research, training and 
advisory services; and institutional capacity building. It consults with key stake-
holders to influence policy and practices (government, institutions, agencies, in-
dustries, NGOs, individual activists, media, local communities); and collaborates 
and network with national, regional and international stakeholders and networks.

U R U G U A Y

Maria Isabel CÁRCAMO

World Alliance for Mercury-Free 
Dentistry; RAP-AL Uruguay
coord@rapaluruguay.org

María Isabel Cárcamo is the vice-president of Latin America of the World Alliance 
for Mercury-Free Dentistry, and the coordinator of RAPAL Uruguay. The aim of 
the World Alliance is to phase out the use of amalgam. It also aims to educate con-
sumers about the use of mercury in dentistry, stop dental mercury pollution, pro-
tect consumers (especially vulnerable populations such as children and the unborn 
from exposure to dental mercury), empower dental workers to protect themselves 
from mercury in the workplace, and promote access to mercury-free alternatives 
to amalgam. RAPAL: Since 1995 RAPAL Uruguay is dedicated to ensuring the 
empowerment of people, agricultural workers and farmers, particularly in relation 
to the use of hazardous chemicals in agricultural production. We are especially 
committed to protecting the health and safety of people and the environment 
from pesticide use in agriculture and forestry monocultures, to struggle against 
the expansion of GMO crops and to promote agroecology as a viable alternative to 
industrial monocultures.
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U S A / C H I L E

Alejandro ARTIGA-PURCELL

Observatorio Latinoamericano de 
Conflictos Ambientales (OLCA)
ja.artigapurcell@gmail.com
415 696 2396

OLCA advises communities in conflict to enhance their management capacities 
for their environmental rights. We track environmental conflicts, development 
management tools, and investigate and publicize issues relating to environmental 
protection and citizens’ right. OLCA is dedicated to conducting local research 
projects that allow for the promotion of methodological transfers for conflict man-
agement between communities.

U S A

Mila BECKER

Endocrine Society
mbecker@endocrine.org

The Endocrine Society is the world’s oldest and largest organization of scientists 
devoted to hormone research and physicians who care for people with hormone-
related conditions. The Society has launched a global advocacy initiative focused 
on the science of endocrine-disrupting chemicals and influencing policies to 
reduce exposures.

U S A

Björn BEELER

IPEN, International Coordinator
bjornbeeler@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

U S A

Ann BLAKE, PhD

Environmental & Public Health 
Consulting, Founder & Principal
ann@annblake.com

Environmental & Public Health Consulting is committed to creating a just and 
sustainable global economy. To this end, the company provides research, devel-
ops tools and practices, and crafts policies in support of safer alternatives to toxic 
chemicals in products and global manufacturing. Dr. Blake has served as Science 
Advisor for IPEN for the Stockholm POPS Convention, and the SAICM Chemicals 
in Products (CiP)Programme.
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U S A

Emily BOONE

Center for Environmental Health, Special 
Projects Assistant
emilyb@ceh.org

CEH protects people from toxic chemicals by working with communities, consum-
ers, workers, government, and the private sector to demand and support business 
practices that are safe for public health and the environment.

U S A

Charlie BROWN

World Alliance for Mercury-Free 
Dentistry
charlie@toxicteeth.org

The World Alliance for Mercury-Free Dentistry is a global coalition of environ-
mental organizations, consumer groups, and dentists working together to phase 
out the use of dental amalgam, a filling material that is 50% mercury. To accom-
plish this goal, we promote effective measures to phase down – and ultimately 
phase out – amalgam, especially: (1) setting national objectives for minimizing 
amalgam use, (2) raising public awareness of amalgam’s mercury content, (3) 
updating dental school curricula, (4) modifying insurance and government pro-
grams to favor mercury-free fillings, and (5) ending amalgam use in children and 
pregnant women.

U S A

Alvaro CASANOVA

Center for Environmental Health, 
Pollution Prevention Advocate
alvaro@ceh.org

Alvaro has a diverse background in education, scientific research, and youth 
advocacy. He is an environmental scientist who holds a Master’s from the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego. Alvaro joined the CEH team in 
January of 2015 as CEH’s inaugural Environmental Justice Inclusion Fellow. 
His is currently CEH’s Pollution Prevention Advocate and is transitioning from 
working in policy advocacy and public outreach on flame retardants to focus on 
programmatic and communications support to the Healthy Energy program’s 
work in California.
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U S A

Scott CLARK, PhD

IPEN, Advisor; Professor Emeritus 
University of Cincinnati
clarkcs@ucmail.uc.edu

Scott Clark provides technical support to IPEN and its members for lead paint 
exposure reduction projects.

U S A

Caroline COX

Center for Environmental Health, 
Research Director
caroline@ceh.org

Caroline leads CEH’s research on toxic exposures, identifying, analyzing and 
substantiating the scientific bases for our work to eliminate threats to children and 
others exposed to dangerous chemicals in consumer products. Under Caroline’s 
leadership, CEH has won dozens of landmark legal agreements with major com-
panies, requiring them to eliminate harmful chemicals from their products and/or 
reduce their toxic emissions. On CEH’s behalf, she has testified to Congress and to 
state and federal regulatory agencies on consumer products safety and health risks 
from pesticides. She has also co-authored several science articles in peer-reviewed 
journals, on hidden ingredients in pesticides, air quality around fracking cites, 
and on the successes of CEH’s work in elminating lead from jewelry, among other 
subjects. Previously, she worked for sixteen years as staff scientist at the Northwest 
Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides (NCAP) in Oregon. She was also editor 
of NCAP’s Journal of Pesticide Reform and has co-authored numerous papers in 
scientific journals. Caroline represents CEH on the Steering Committee of Cali-
fornians for Pesticide Reform. She also serves on the Board of Directors of Beyond 
Pesticides. She writes and speaks regularly as a national expert on the toxicity of 
and alternatives to pesticides. Caroline has a master’s degree in entomology from 
Oregon State University and is a graduate of Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania.

U S A

Valerie DENNEY

IPEN, Communications Specialist
valeriedenney@ipen.org
vdenney@valeriedenney.com

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.



 	 IPEN Global Meeting and Forum Directory﻿      43

U S A

Sylvia DOVE

World Alliance for Mercury-Free 
Dentistry
sdove001@gmail.com

The World Alliance for Mercury-Free Dentistry is a global coalition of environ-
mental organizations, consumer groups, and dentists working together to phase 
out the use of dental amalgam, a filling material that is 50% mercury. To accom-
plish this goal, we promote effective measures to phase down – and ultimately 
phase out – amalgam, especially: (1) setting national objectives for minimizing 
amalgam use, (2) raising public awareness of amalgam’s mercury content, (3) 
updating dental school curricula, (4) modifying insurance and government pro-
grams to favor mercury-free fillings, and (5) ending amalgam use in children and 
pregnant women.

U S A

Jennifer FEDERICO

IPEN, Operations and Network Advisor
jenniferfederico@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

U S A

Ken GEISER

Professor Emeritus, Lowell Center for 
Sustainable Production, University of 
Massachusetts Lowell
ken_geiser@uml.edu

The goal of Lowell Center is to reframe environmental protection and occupation-
al health and safety to promote new systems of production and consumption that 
are healthy for workers, environmentally sound, economically viable, and socially 
accountable. In using rigorous science and innovative strategies to develop practi-
cal solutions, the Center is committed to a broad, global transition to sustainable 
materials, production processes, and conditions of life and work.
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U S A

Lois GIBBS

Center for Health, Environment & Justice 
(CHEJ); Goldman Environmental Prize 
Recipient
lgibbs@chej.org

Center for Health, Environment & Justice (CHEJ) mentors a movement, building 
healthier communities by empowering people to prevent harm caused by expo-
sure to environmental chemicals in their environment. CHEJ provides the tools, 
direction, training, technical assistance and encouragement local leaders need to 
prevent harm.

U S A

Andrea GORE, PhD

Endocrine Society; University of Texas at 
Austin
andrea.gore@austin.utexas.edu

Dr. Gore is a basic scientist representing the Endocrine Society at the 2016 IPEN 
meeting. The Endocrine Society has been a leader in ensuring that the state-of-
the-art endocrine science is used in evaluating environmental chemical effects on 
hormones and health. The Society has sponsored international conferences on en-
docrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs), and it has published scientific statements, a 
statement of principle, and a guide to EDCs for international policymakers in con-
junction with IPEN. Dr. Gore is also an NIH (NIEHS)-funded researcher studying 
effects of EDCs on the development of the brain and reproductive systems.

U S A

Perry GOTTESFELD

OK International, Executive Director
pgottesfeld@okinternational.org

Occupational Knowledge International (OK International) works to build capacity 
in developing countries to identify, monitor, and mitigate environmental and oc-
cupational exposures to hazardous materials in order to protect public health and 
the environment. The organization provides technical assistance through partner-
ships, training, and environmental audit and certification programs, with a com-
mitment to public health tenets, scientific principles and corporate responsibility.
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U S A

Michael GREEN

Center for Environmental Health, Chief 
Executive Officer
michael@ceh.org

In 1996, Michael founded the Center for Environmental Health (CEH) to raise 
public awareness of the corporate use of toxic chemicals and of the many viable, 
pragmatic solutions to this pervasive threat to public health. Since then he has 
helped lead national efforts to stop toxic exposures and protect public health. He 
has also pioneered the groundbreaking legal work that has won landmark victories 
to protect the public from hazardous consumer products and toxic emissions.

U S A

Christie KEITH

Global Alliance for Incinerator 
Alternatives (GAIA), Executive Director/
International Coordinator
christie@no-burn.org

GAIA is a global network of people and organizations who are working for justice 
and a world without waste. Together, we are transforming our communities and 
economies by stopping waste dumping and incineration, building zero waste 
solutions, and organizing across borders to protect our health, climate, and future.
Our network’s incredible track record has demonstrated the power of grassroots 
solutions to protect environmental justice. Thousands of communities around the 
world have rejected waste burning and are instead advancing recycling, compost-
ing, waste reduction, and other creative solutions. Recyclers and waste pickers 
have formed cooperatives and collectives that promote social justice while reduc-
ing waste and pollution. Cities are stopping the flow of plastic into our oceans by 
implementing strong systems of collection and advocating for bans on single-use 
disposable plastics. Globally we have passed strong national policies and engaged 
in UN processes to shift the flow of public money toward zero waste pathways to 
climate justice. Our core organizing model is based on the philosophy that the 
movement for environmental and climate justice change must be led by frontline 
communities.

U S A

Joseph LAAKSO

Endocrine Society
jlaakso@endocrine.org

The Endocrine Society is the oldest and largest global professional membership 
organization representing the field of endocrinology. We are entering our second 
century energized by the promise of unraveling the mysteries of hormone disor-
ders. Our members care for patients and are dedicated to advancing hormone 
research and excellence in the clinical practice of endocrinology. These expert 
scientists and physicians shape the genesis and delivery of patient care from bench 
to bedside to well-being. Our more than 18,000 members are in 122 countries and 
include scientists, physicians, educators, nurses, and students. Our headquarters is 
at 2055 L Street NW, Washington, DC, located near organizations influencing sci-
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ence and health policy. One of our key policy priorities is reducing harmful expo-
sure to Endocrine-Disrupting Chemicals (EDCs). EDCs are exogenous chemicals, 
or mixtures of chemicals, that interfere with hormone systems. EDCs are found 
in everyday products and throughout the environment. The evidence is more 
definitive than ever before that EDCs disrupt hormones in a manner that harms 
human health. We are highly engaged in global policy efforts to reduce harms due 
to exposures from EDCs.

U S A

Stacy MALKAN

U.S. Right to Know, Co-director
stacy@usrtk.org

U.S. Right to Know is a nonprofit public watchdog group that stands up for truth 
and transparency in the food system. We are conducting an investigation of the 
food and agrichemical industries and the secrets they are hiding about our food. 
Our findings so far - including tens of thousands of documents received via the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) - offer a rare look beyond the scenes at 
how the food and chemical corporations, their front groups, PR operatives and 
academics work together to promote industry propaganda. Follow our findings 
at www.usrtk.org. Stacy was also a co-founder of the Campaign for Safe Cosmet-
ics (USA) and she is author of the book “Not Just a Pretty Face: The Ugly Side 
of the Beauty Industry.” She lives in the San Francisco Bay Area with her hus-
band and son.

U S A

Emily MARQUEZ, PhD

Pesticide Action Network North America, 
Staff Scientist
emily@panna.org

At Pesticide Action Network (PAN) North America, we work to create a just, thriv-
ing food system. For too long, pesticide and biotech corporations have dictated 
how we grow food, placing the health and economic burdens of pesticide use on 
farmers, farmworkers and rural communities. PAN works with those on the front-
lines to tackle the pesticide problem — and reclaim the future of food and farming. 
PAN North America is one of five regional centers worldwide. We link local and 
international consumer, labor, health, environment and agriculture groups into an 
international citizens’ action network. Together, we challenge the global prolifera-
tion of pesticides, defend basic rights to health and environmental quality, and 
work to ensure the transition to a just and viable food system.



 	 IPEN Global Meeting and Forum Directory﻿      47

U S A

Pamela MILLER

Alaska Community Action on Toxics, 
Executive Director; IPEN, Co-Chair
pamela@akactionl.org
pam@ipen.org

Alaska Community Action on Toxics (ACAT) is a growing, progressive, environ-
mental health and justice organization that engages individuals, tribes, and other 
communities throughout Alaska and the Arctic to advocate for the right to live in 
a healthy environment. ACAT’s Mission: We believe everyone has a right to clean 
air, clean water, and toxic-free food. Driven by a core belief in environmental 
justice, ACAT empowers communities to eliminate exposure to toxics through 
collaborative research, shared science, education, organizing, and advocacy. We 
work to: eliminate the production and release of harmful chemicals by industry 
and military sources; ensure community right-to-know; achieve policies based on 
the precautionary principle; and support the rights and sovereignty of Indigenous 
Peoples. We assist communities in implementing effective strategies to limit their 
exposure to toxic substances and to protect and restore the ecosystems that sustain 
them and their ways of life.

U S A

Heather PATISAUL, PhD

Endocrine Society; Center for Human 
Health and the Environment; Professor 
of Biological Sciences, North Carolina 
State University
hbpatisa@ncsu.edu

I am an NIH (NIEHS)-funded scientist examining the impact of EDCs on sexually 
dimorphic brain development and behavior. My current work focuses on effects 
on the social brain and social behaviors. I am also representing the Endocrine 
Society, which has been a leader in promoting the inclusion of endocrine and 
neuroendocrine research in the evaluation of EDCs and other chemicals for effects 
on hormones and health. In conjunction with the Endocrine Society and the IPEN 
I co-authored a guide to EDCs for international policymakers, and I am a member 
of the Endocrine Society’s Advocacy and Public Outreach Core Committee.

U S A

Sharyle PATTON

Commonweal Collaborative on Health and 
Environment; Biomonitoring Resource 
Center
spatton@commonweal.org

The Commonweal Biomonitoring Resource Center designs and implements 
environmental or human biomonitoring studies to identify and measure path-
ways of chemical exposures. Data from these studies can inform personal choice 
and policy initiatives, focus further scientific research, and catalyze the creation 
of regulations with capacity to protect human and ecosystem health. CBRC has 



48

collaborated with communities of concern including farmworkers, leaders within 
the learning and developmental disabilities arena, firefighters, communities 
sited downwind or downstream from oil and gas production or other industrial 
activities. CBRC is a leader in creating protocols for the conveyance of biomoni-
toring results to individual study participants, ensuring that participants develop 
an understanding the significance of study data and the scientific protocols used 
within the study framework. CBRC has collaborated with Silent Spring Institute 
to create a handbook on results conveyance, available at www.commonweal.org 
Commonweal was a co-founder of IPEN, and Sharyle Patton, CBRC Director, was 
first Northern IPEN Co-Chair, serving with Dr. Romy Quijano, Philippines, and 
first IPEN Southern Co-Co-Chair. Patton serves currently as Science Translation 
Initiatives Director for the Collaborative on Health and Environment (CHE), a 
network of 5000 partners worldwide. CHE provides information about linkages 
between human and ecosystem wellbeing and environmental factors. CHE activi-
ties feature webinars, a research materials archive, and topic-related list serves. 
(www.healthandenvironment.org). Patton co-chairs with TEDX and HEAL the 
CHE EDC Strategies Group, which identifies and publicizes recent and robust 
EDC research concerned with EDC exposure pathways, mechanisms of action, and 
documentation of chemical perturbations of the endocrine system. Carol Kwiat-
kowski heads the Endocrine Disruption Exchange, leader in the definition of EDC 
science. HEAL, head of the EDC Free Europe Coalition, is led by Genon Jensen. 
THE EDC Strategies Group monthly calls and materials can be found on the web-
sites of HEAL, TEDX and CHE. www.healthandenvironment.org

U S A

Kristin SCHAFER

Pesticide Action Network North America
kristins@panna.org

At Pesticide Action Network (PAN) North America, we work to create a just, thriv-
ing food system. For too long, pesticide and biotech corporations have dictated 
how we grow food, placing the health and economic burdens of pesticide use on 
farmers, farmworkers and rural communities. PAN works with those on the front-
lines to tackle the pesticide problem — and reclaim the future of food and farming. 
PAN North America is one of five regional centers worldwide. We link local and 
international consumer, labor, health, environment and agriculture groups into an 
international citizens’ action network. Together, we challenge the global prolifera-
tion of pesticides, defend basic rights to health and environmental quality, and 
work to ensure the transition to a just and viable food system.

U S A

Helen SLOTTJE

Community Environmental Defense 
Council, Inc.; Goldman Environmental 
Prize Recipient
holden.slottje@gmail.com

Husband and wife lawyer team, David Slottje and Helen Slottje founded Commu-
nity Environmental Defense Council in 2009, shortly after they learned of the hor-
rific dangers fracking was poised to unleash on upstate New York. When they got 
started, the “conventional wisdom” was that fracking was an unfolding inevitable 
train wreck. Communities would be ravaged, but citizens were powerless to stop 
the damage. Unwilling to stand by and watch this promised decimation of their 
community, the Slottjes offered a pioneering interpretation of New York law and 
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argued that municipalities retained their “home rule” powers to ban unwelcome 
land uses (even if towns were prohibited from “regulating” the industry). While 
industry derided this approach, every court in New York that has considered the 
issue has upheld the rights of local governments to “just say no” to fracking.

U S A

Ted SMITH

International Campaign for Responsible 
Technology (ICRT), Coordinator
smith@igc.org

International Campaign for Responsible Technology is an international solidar-
ity network that promotes corporate and government accountability in the global 
electronics industry. We are united by our concern for the life-cycle impacts of this 
industry on health, the environment, and workers’ rights. By sharing resources, we 
seek to build the capacity of grassroots organizations, local communities, workers 
and consumers, to achieve social, environmental, and economic justice.

U S A

Baskut TUNCAK

Special Rapporteur on the implications 
for human rights of the environmentally 
sound management and disposal of 
hazardous substances and wastes, 
United Nations
unsrtoxics@gmail.com

Baskut Tuncak assumed the mandate for Special Rapporteur in August 2014. He 
is an international attorney specializing in toxic chemical-related matters and a 
visiting scholar at American University’s Washington College of Law in Washing-
ton, D.C. His legal practice centers on various national, regional and global laws 
and policies relevant to toxic chemicals and pollution, including international 
environmental, human rights and trade regimes. Previously, Baskut was a Senior 
Attorney with the Environmental Health program at the Center for International 
Environmental Law (CIEL) and worked for several years as a research chemist 
with various technology companies. Before his UN appointment, Baskut served in 
advisory roles to both governmental and non-governmental initiatives.

U S A

Vi WAGHIYI

Native Village of Savoonga Tribal 
Member, St. Lawrence island, AK; ACAT, 
Environmental Health & Justice Program 
Director
vi@akaction.org

Vi is the Program Director of “Protecting the Health of Future Generations: 
Assessing & Preventing Exposures to Endocringe-Disrupting Chemicals in Two 
Alaska Native Communities on St. Lawrence Island, Ak” Which is in collaboration 
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with the St. Lawrence Island Yupik People in the communities of Gambell and 
Savoonga and ACAT. ACAT believes everyone has a right to clean air, clean water 
and toxic-free food.

U S A

Jack WEINBERG

IPEN, Senior Advisor
jackweinberg@ipen.org

IPEN’s mission is a toxics-free future for all. The IPEN network is comprised of 
hundreds of public-interest organizations in 116 countries that work to reduce and 
eliminate hazardous, toxic substances internationally and within their own coun-
tries. IPEN leaders include grassroots activists and nationally and internationally 
recognized experts in the fields of science, health, environment and public policy.

U S A

Monica WILSON

Global Alliance for Incinerator 
Alternatives (GAIA), U.S. and Canada 
Regional Director
monica@no-burn.org

GAIA is a global network of people and organizations who are working for justice 
and a world without waste. Together, we are transforming our communities and 
economies by stopping waste dumping and incineration, building zero waste 
solutions, and organizing across borders to protect our health, climate, and future. 
Our network’s incredible track record has demonstrated the power of grassroots 
solutions to protect environmental justice. Thousands of communities around the 
world have rejected waste burning and are instead advancing recycling, compost-
ing, waste reduction, and other creative solutions. Recyclers and waste pickers 
have formed cooperatives and collectives that promote social justice while reduc-
ing waste and pollution. Cities are stopping the flow of plastic into our oceans by 
implementing strong systems of collection and advocating for bans on single-use 
disposable plastics. Globally we have passed strong national policies and engaged 
in UN processes to shift the flow of public money toward zero waste pathways to 
climate justice. Our core organizing model is based on the philosophy that the 
movement for environmental and climate justice change must be led by frontline 
communities.
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V I E T N A M

Thuy NGUYEN KIM

Research Centre for Gender, Family and 
Environment in Development (CGFED)
nkthuy@cgfed.org.vn

CGFED acts for Gender equality based on freedom, diversity and human rights. 
By 2020, CGFED will be the strong cornerstone and creative inspiration for ac-
tions for Gender Equity. Our strong cornerstone is high qualification in the field of 
Gender and being sensitive in every activity. CGFED is the pride and happiness of 
each member on Gender equality.

During our last 23 years of life, CGFED has been a part of Human Rights, Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
and International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) frame-
works to shape the activities of research and intervention on the issues of women’s 
health, environment, livelihoods, education, sexual and reproductive health and 
rights, violence against women.

Information included in this directory was provided by the 
participants and collated by IPEN. For additional information, 
please contact ipen@ipen.org.
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www.ipen.org

ipen@ipen.org

@ToxicsFree

http://ipen.org
http://ipen.org
mailto:ipen%40ipen.org?subject=Message%20to%20IPEN
http://twitter.com/ToxicsFree
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