
NOTICE: 
 

Mercury Hair Testing at COP1 for all Delegates 
Results to be released at the:  
3rd UN Environment Assembly (UNEA3), 4-6 December 2017, Nairobi, Kenya 

 
 

IPEN and Biodiversity Research Institute (BRI) are inviting all delegates to have their hair tested 
for mercury levels. During COP1, IPEN technical experts can collect delegates’ hair samples at 
the IPEN COP1 Booth. The samples will be sent to BRI’s laboratories for mercury analysis. 
Results will be complied and reported on at UNEA3.  
 
Interested delegates can email ipen@ipen.org for more information.  
 

 
In 2010, at the Mercury INC1, IPEN and SSNC conducted 
mercury hair testing among INC1 delegates from 40 
countries. Surprisingly, average mercury levels in people 
from developing and transition countries were twice the 
levels measured in delegates from developed countries. 
The difference was statistically significant. The results 
are available at:  
http://ipen.org/sites/default/files/documents/mercury_hair_report-en.pdf  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This free mercury monitoring is being conducted and organized by: 
 

 
Biodiversity Research Institute (BRI) is a nonprofit ecological 
research group whose mission is to assess emerging threats to 
wildlife and ecosystems through collaborative research 
and to use scientific findings to advance environmental 
awareness and inform decision makers. BRI is the leading 
international institute supporting the global mercury monitoring 
efforts for the Minamata Convention. www.briloon.org  

 

IPEN is a network of non-governmental organizations 
working in more than 100 countries to reduce and 
eliminate the harm to human health and the 
environment from toxic chemicals.  www.ipen.org  
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