Thank you Madane President

| am speaki ng on behalf of IPEN, a group of nore than 700 civil society
organi zati ons working globally on issues of chenical safety.

| PEN believes that the issue of chenmicals in products is critical for
consuners worl dwi de. To raise public awareness, |PEN participating

organi sati ons have carried out research in many countries on chemicals in
consuner products including toys, school products, and cosnetics.

| PEN pl ayed an active role in CiP Steering Goup. And | would like to thank
UNEP and Sweden for support and effective work on this inportant project.

| PEN supports the need of cooperation between all stakeholders involved in
generating information on chemcals in products with the goal to devel op
chem cals in products programthroughout the value chain including

conmuni cati on about chemi cal hazards and risks, which will become an
efficient tool in providing such information to consuners, especially in
devel opi ng countries and economes in transition which face rapid devel opnent
of the production, use, recycling and disposal processes.

The OEWG draft resolution on chemicals in products contains many useful

el ements. However, we believe the draft could be sharpened and shortened
while still retaining the guidance necessary to advance this inportant
project. For exanple, elenents fromthe Overarching Policy Strategy could be
sinmply referenced and repetitive elenents could be renpved.

A key principle of chenmicals nanagenent is public right to know. The

chem cals in products project should fully support and operationalize this
principle, especially with regards to the needs of the consumers. Labeling
woul d hel p provide informed choices and protect consunmers throughout the
life-cycle.

We believe the resolution could be strengthened by greater inclusion of
consuners. Chemicals in products information systenms can provide consumers
with the information they are looking for, information which is clear,

credi ble, up-to-date, and conparable, that hel ps people to nake infornmed
deci si ons about the products that they purchase, use or dispose of. W
believe that a broad international consumer awareness camnpaign would greatly
i ncrease understanding and create a driving force for safer products.

The chemicals in products programme wi Il al so have another challenge which is
possi bl e dunpi ng of products containing hazardous chem cals in devel opi ng and
transition countries; Consuners in these countries are usually driven by
price rather than by their know edge and interest in cleaner products. As a
result there is a possibility of recalled products from devel oped countries
bei ng sent to devel oping countries where there is mninumor no control

Finally, before discussion on this itembegins in a contact group, we would
like to rem nd del egates of the consensus agreenent anong governnents,
private sector and NGOs regarding confidential business information. In both
the Dubai Declaration and the Overarching Policy Strategy there is clear
agreenent that information on chemicals relating to the health and safety of
humans and the environnment should not be regarded as confidential

| PEN | ooks forward to working with other delegates in a contact group on this
topic to achieve a project that truly advances provision of informtion.



W would like to thank the EU for the CRP and would |ike to use it as the
base for discussion in the contact group

Thank you Madam Presi dent.



