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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alaska Community Action on Toxics is an environmental health and justice research and advocacy organization that works on a statewide, national, and international basis to achieve policy changes that are protective of health and the environment. We work closely with communities and tribes to address contamination from military and industrial operations, as well as long-range transport of persistent pollutants into the Arctic. 


Summary of Toxic Waste
Sites in Alaska

¢+ All ADEC contaminated sites

700 active and abandoned military sites in
Alaska—Many co-located with Alaska
Native villages

Military, FAA, USCG, & Commerce
& Superfund sites
X Radioactive waste sites
' Chemical weapons dumps

NPDES (116 sites)
CERCLA (229 sites)

RCRA (19 sites)

TRI (25 reported sites)

EPA Sites
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Towns
Trans-Alaska Pipeline
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THE GRASSHOPPER EFFECT
AND OUT-OF-CANADA
SOURCES

Source Regions for Agricultural
and Industrial Contaminanf®
Agricultural
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Annie Alowa
« She was a keen and : we remember her knowledge and

- forewarning as a respected community ~
rain rver R O3 . of
e about o health aide and elder _

the health of her people P & v -

- Fa
She observed higher :
rates of cancers among
the people whose
families lived and
worked at Northeast
Cape
She witnessed
miscarriages and low
birth weight babies,

especially among those
families closely
associated with
Northeast Cape

She inspires our work
everyday!
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Presentation Notes
Annie Alowa was a community health aide in Savoonga for 25 years. She also lived and worked at NE Cape. She began witnessing cancers and other diseases following the establishment of the military base at NE Cape that had not been seen in her people or seen only very rarely. This is supported by records of research physicians and anthropologists found in the archives at UAF that demonstrate this—only one case of cancer was reported prior to the mid-1950s. She tried for 20 years to get the attention of state and federal agencies—her concerns were dismissed. Her work inspired the collaborative community-based environmental health research project supported by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS). It must be recognized that the community has environmental and health expertise and that although difficult to prove “cause and effect,” the health concerns must be addressed. Although contamination of the Arctic through long-range transport is clearly a problem, it is also clear that military contamination at NEC and Gambell impose an additional threat to health and the environment—we think that it is important to do what we can to eliminate and prevent exposures from the military contamination by ensuring responsible cleanup. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because of the proximity of St. Lawrence Island to Russia—just 30 miles from the Chukotkan Peninsula of Russia—during the Cold War, the military established two large military defense sites that included several hundred personnel, airstrips, radar stations, and other infrastructure. The military left a legacy of hazardous waste that includes massive fuel spills, solvents, pesticides, PCBs, and heavy metals that continue to harm the health of our people today and threaten the health of our future generations.








=Levels of PCBs in the blood
of St. Lawrence Island
Yupik people 6-9 times
higher than average in
lower-48 populations

=Evidence of PCBs
accumulating in the Arctic
via global transport

=Military contamination also
a significant source

=Published in the International
Journal of Circumpolar Health
(Carpenter et al., 2005)
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Presentation Notes
While global transport of PCBs into the Arctic is a significant source of exposure, our research also shows that people associated with NE Cape have even higher levels of PCBs that we attribute to the contamination by the military installation. The people of SLI requested to have their blood serum tested to learn about the levels of chemicals that they have been exposed to.


Results for PCBs Analysis of Traditional Foods on SLI

Results published in the
Journal of Toxicology and
Environmental Health (2011).
74:1195-1214.

Meats — ND (Walrus) - 102.83 ppb (Bowhead)

Fat/Blubber — 0.22 (Reindeer) ppb —582.68 ppb (Polar Bear)

Organs - ND (Reindeer liver, kidney)— 161.02 ppb (Bearded Seal Ski

Plants — 0.01 ppb (Greens) - 3.65 ppb (Salmon Berries)

Marine Invertebrates — 0:18 ppb (Crab Meat) — 4.74 ppb (Sea, eaqhes/Upa)




Cancers

Thyroid disease

Diabetes

Heart disease

Low birth weight babies, premature births, still births, miscarriages
Other reproductive health problems

Learning and developmental disabilities
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Presentation Notes
We have seen these disease patterns from approximately 700 community health surveys and from interviews with health aides and elders. Annie Alowa observed that diseases such as cancer were not seen in her people prior to the military occupation.

Cancer in 2008 on SLI: 19 deaths in population of ~1600; highest rate yet.
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Presentation Notes
The picture with Samantha Englishoe and volunteer Sonia Tobiesson is during the national Stroller Brigade action in Washington DC last May—sponsored by Safer Chemicals Healthy Families. ACAT is a founding member and serves on the steering committee of Safer Chemicals Healthy Families.
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ACAT staff and board with U.N. Rapporteur
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Human rights training for youth
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Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the
health and well-being of himself & of his family...including
food...” —Universal Declaration of Human Rights

“...In no case may a people be deprived of its own means of
subsistence.”--Article 1 in Common, International Covenants on Civil and
Political Rights and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

“States shall take effective measures to ensure that no storage or
disposal of hazardous materials shall take place in the lands or
territories of Indigenous Peoples without their free, prior, and
informed consent.” —Article 29 of the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples

“Particular attention shall be paid to the rights and special needs of
Indigenous elders, women, youth, children, and persons with
disabilities in the implementation of this Declaration.” Article 22 of
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
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“Aware of the health concerns...in particular impacts upon
women and children and, through them, upon future
generations.”

“Conscious of the need for global action...”

“Acknowledging that precaution underlies the concerns of all
the Parties and is embedded within this Convention...”

“Determined to protect human health and the environment...”

“Acknowledging that the Arctic ecosystems and Indigenous
communities are particularly at risk...”
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From the Preamble of the Convention. Read from text…

http://www.iisd.ca/chemical/pops/cop1/images/2may/noelle0.jpg

“We don’t want any of you to flght with each other, but work together to clean it up
for our sake.”—Annie Alowa

Thank you. Igamsiqayugviikamsi
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