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PRESS RELEASE

African Civil Society Releases Plan To Foster
Transition of the Continent to Mercury-Free Demyist

(Yaoundé, 13" October 2015 To celebrate Africa’s second annual Mercury-Fbeatistry Daythe Research
and Education Centre for Developme(€REPD) is joining civil society across the costih by releasing a
plan on how Africa can leapfrog into pollution-frdentistry.

Dental amalgam is 50% mercury, a dangerous neurot@he pollution-free alternatives to dental agaah
are affordable, effective, and available. Ledtmy African Region, over 120 nations have signedMhmamata
Convention on Mercury, which calls for an immedistaling down of amalgam use.

Meeting in Nigeria in 2014, African NGOs adopted thbuja Declaration for Mercury-Free Dentistry for
Africa, now endorsed by 40 Civil Society Organimas. Noting Africa’s ability to leapfrog steps thiae West
used in development, the Abuja Declaration stdtasAfrica shall be first to end amalgam use.

Meeting in Cote d’'lvoire in 2015, francophone NG&opted “The Abidjan Plan to Implement the Abuja
Declaration,” a common-sense set of steps to chdegel school curriculum, provide consumers andrga
with information about their choices in the demttlice, and change government policies to favorauey-free
dentistry. The Abidjan Plan is being releaseddielarate Mercury-Free Dentistry Day for Africa, aad
attached.

Gilbert KUEPOUO, Ph.D., and Executive Director ®EPD said: “Mercury-free dentistry protects our
people and our environment’s health; and the Aidilan to implement the Abuja Declaration is apantant
tool towards phasing out amalgam in Africa”.

Contact: Gilbert KUEPOUO, Ph.D., Executive Directof CREPD
P.O. Box: 2970 Yaoundé, Cameroon; Emaiirepdcentre@yahoo.com

See some informative pictures below
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CRNTRE AFKICAIN /UUR LA SANTE ENVIRONNEMENTALE
JFRUCANCENTRE FORENVIRONNENTAL HEALTH

‘YHOUNDE, CAMEROUN
N ENVIRONNENENT SANS PRODUITS
CHIRIQUES TOXIQUES (MERCURE, PLOMB, CADMIUM)
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"RESUME DE L' ATELIER D'ABIDJAN
SUR'UNE DENTISTERIE SANS

Yaoundé 13, October 2015 : Central Hotel Yaoundé Cameroon
Celebration of the Second Edition of the Mecury Free Dentistery Day in Africa (c)



